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It’s amazing to think about 
how many animals exist in 
the world. Except for God, 
no one knows the exact 
number. But it’s in the 
millions, with such variety 
in size, shape, and color.





Since early time, man has wanted to classify things around 
him, to standardize names for the plants and animals. For 
instance, this large cat was sometimes called a puma, a 
cougar, a mountain lion or a panther depending on where you 
were. 



So in the 1700’s, Carolus Linnaeus, a Swedish botanist, 
devised a system to classify the entire natural world. 
Everything living was either plant or animal. That’s the 
“Kingdom.” Then Linnaeus broke it down into categories 
of like characteristics, coming up with a chart on which 
to place every species on earth. And he gave each 
animal a two word Latin designation that would be 
universal. 

So this puma, cougar, mountain lion—became felis concolor. And if 
you speak Spanish or Russian or Greek, you can identify him.

Felis concolor
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• KINGDOM:  ANIMALIA
• PHYLUM:  CHORDATA
• CLASS:  MAMMALIA
• ORDER:  CARNIVORA
• FAMILY:  CANIDAE

Each category joins animals of like characteristics and separates from animals 
of different characteristics, such as mammals from birds and reptiles, and 
carnivores from herbivores, and canines from felines, finally within canines, you 
can separate dogs from foxes. They have a lot in common, but they also have 
some differences.



Alopex Canis

lagopus familiaris



That’s a very brief biology lesson. I 
think it’s fascinating that we found a 
way to classify all the things around 
us. We’re very big on structure. 

But in the process we seem to lose the 
true meaning of it all. We seem to 
forget to be appreciative. God tells us 
in 45:3-4….



The heavens and the earth are 
full of proofs for the believers. Also in your creation, and the
creation of all the animals, there are proofs for people 
who are certain.



But now ask the beasts to teach you,

And in the Bible, God says:



and the birds of the air to tell you, 



or the reptiles on earth to instruct you,



and the fish of the sea to inform you.
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There’s so much we can learn from the animals, 
from their submission to God. It’s interesting to 
learn a little about how they live their lives. It 
increases our appreciation for the awesomeness 
of God, that He created all this incredible variety. 
He didn’t need a chart, He just did it.

Just look at one category of animals, the 
mammals:

Mammals have many orders and they live almost 
everywhere. Bats are mammals that fly, whales 
and dolphins are mammals that live in the ocean.



The unique things that make a mammal a mammal 
are: 3 middle ear bones, mammary glands with which 
they nurse their young, and true hair. They are also 
warm blooded, they have a larger more developed 
brain, and they generally protect and train their young. 
The largest is the blue whale, which is sometimes 100 
feet long and the smallest is the hog nosed bat of 
Thailand, which is smaller than a bumble bee. 

But with all the places they live on the earth and all 
the thousands and thousands of species that exist, 
mammals actually only make up .4 percent of the 
known animal species. Point 4 percent. What an 
amazing world God has created. 



.4 %

.4 %
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He knows every single animal on earth. He knows 
every species and within each species, He knows 
every single individual. He designs its course and He 
knows its total destiny.

Though mammals are less than 1 percent of all 
animals, they include about 5000 species, with a lot 
of variety. Such a difference between a squirrel and 
an elephant, between a cat and a cow. Yet, small or 
large, all mammals have over 200 bones in their 
bodies.



What awesomeness. How can 
anyone think that this evolved 
by random chance. Why didn’t 
the mouse continue to evolve 
into the giraffe or vice verse?

The giraffe and the 
mouse have the 
same number of 
vertebrae in their 
necks. How is that 
possible?



Because God is the Creator of it all. And we 
need to recognize and be appreciative of 
that fact. Only with that appreciation can we 
truly worship God.

And when we look at the variety of His 
creations, how can we not be appreciative?



And God created every living creature from 
water. Some of them walk on their bellies, 
some walk on 
two legs, and 
some walk on 
four. God 
creates 
whatever 
He wills.

[24:45]



Such is God your Lord, the Creator 
of all things. There is no god 
except He. How could you deviate?

[40:62]



Let’s just look
briefly at four 
of the interesting
mammals God has
created for us to 
learn from and 
enjoy. Each is from
a different order, and 
they are very different
from each other, yet
they are all mammals.
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This is the sea otter. They spend all their lives in the water. 
They sleep, eat, mate, give birth and feed their young at sea. 
They spend most of their time on their backs, using their 
webbed hind feet to gently propel them and their long tail as 
a rudder.



They dive for food—preferring clams, mussels, crab, 
even small octopus and squid. They are one of very 
few mammals known to use tools. They will use 
stones to break abalone and mussels off of rocks 

and then use the stone to crack open the shell, and 
they dine as they float on their backs. They also carry 
their young on their chests until the pup is old enough 
to fend for itself.



The rest of their time is spent in grooming 
themselves. They’re the only marine mammal 
without a layer of insulating fat. To compensate, 
they have the densest fur of any mammal—over 
half a million hairs per square inch—but they 

have to constantly groom the fur to keep it 
waterproof. Otherwise, they’d get too cold.



Kingdom: Animal
Phylum: Chordates
Class: Mammals
Order: Marsupial
Family: Macropodidae
Genus/Species:

Macropus giganteus
Marsupials are mammals with a pouch. 
The embryo is actually born after only a 
few weeks; it’s not fully developed. It’s 
about the size of a jelly bean. Instinctive-
ly, it crawls up it’s mother’s belly and at-
taches to a nipple which it then clings to, 
as it continues to develop. After several 
weeks, it will be big enough and strong 
enough to leave the pouch for short 
periods of time, always returning for 
warmth, nourishment and security, until 
it’s about a year old. 



Interestingly, 
European settlers in 
Australia were 
amazed when they 
saw such a strange 
animal and they 
asked the aborigines 
what they were. The 
natives replied with 
something that 
sounded like 
“kangaroo,” which 
meant “I don’t 
understand you.” But 
the name stuck.





There are about 330 species of marsupials, over 
200 of them in Australia. The most well known  
are the kangaroos and koalas. Kangaroos are the 
only large mammal that can hop. And they can 
really hop. 

They can leap over things 10 feet high, a single 
leap may cover 30 feet and they can travel up to 
40 MPH. They have powerful back legs with 
tendons that act like springs, and they use their 
long feet and their long tail for balance.





Koalas are also 
marsupials from 
Australia. They 

spend most of their 
time in eucalyptus 

trees feeding on the 
leaves and 

sleeping. They 
actually sleep 

about 75 percent of 
the time, up to 16 

hours a day. 



They can move 
well on the ground 
and can swim well, 

but they really 
prefer to just hang 

out in the trees. 
They survive 

almost exclusively 
on eucalyptus 

leaves; they even 
get all the moisture 

they need from
the leaves. They 

seldom drink 
water. 



The Initiator of the heavens and 
the earth…. He created all things, 
and He is fully aware of all things. 

[6:101]

Marsupials are amazing animals, one of the many 
creations of God for us to be appreciative of. 



Kingdom: Animal
Phylum: Chordates
Class: Mammals
Order: Rodentia
Family: Sciuridae
Genus/Species: 

Marmota flaviventris

Another order of mammals is rodentia, or rodents. 
This is actually the largest group of mammals with 
more than 1500 species, everything from mice and 
hamsters to chipmunks and squirrels, beavers and 
porcupine. Rodents are found native on every 
continent except Antarctica.





The yellow bellied marmot is considered a large 
rodent, weighing 5-10 pounds. Marmots live in 
alpine and sub alpine regions where summer is 
very short. They have just a few weeks to feed 
and mate and reproduce and then they have to 
fatten up for the winter when they go into 
hibernation. 

Closely related, but smaller (only 2-3 pounds), is the 
prairie dog. They have a high pitched bark-like warning 
call which is how they got their name. Recent studies 
have shown that it’s actually a language. They have 
different barks for different predators—to say if it’s an 
owl, a coyote or a snake that’s approaching. 







They live in large colonies—5 to 35 animals per acre—and they 
all look out for each other. The first one to see the danger will 
bark it out, usually two or three times, then he disappears into
his burrow. Others farther away keep an eye on the predator 
and keep up the alarm as it nears. 



God is fully aware of all His creatures; 
He provides for whomever He wills. 

He is the Powerful, the Almighty.
[42:19] 

Prairie dog colonies used to cover the Plains of 
the US and Canada. One colony in Texas 
around 1900 was measured 100 miles by 250 
miles and contained an estimated 400 million 
prairie dogs.



Kingdom: Animal
Phylum: Chordates
Class: Mammals
Order: Pinnipedia
Family: Phocidae
Genus/Species: 

Mirounga angustirostris



This is the elephant seal, and you can guess 
why he’s called that. The male begins 
developing this large flap of skin or proboscis 
when he’s about two but it’s not fully 
developed until about eight. The larger the 
proboscis, the more dominant is the male. 
Males can weigh as much as 5000 pounds so 
they’re quite formidable.



This is along the California coast, where they come on land from
December to March to give birth, and then mate. 





The newborns weigh about 100 pounds and 
they feed constantly on their mother’s rich 
milk so their growth rate is phenomenal, 
gaining about 10 pounds a day. They feed for 
only about 25 days, after which mom just 
leaves. By then the pup has more than tripled 
his weight and he’s ready to survive on his 
own. 





In these large colonies, each section of the beach is 
one dominant male and many females and pups. 
Lesser males will try to move in and mate and the 
dominant male has to constantly be chasing them 
away. 

About the time the female weans her pup, she goes 
into heat and for about four days will be receptive to 
breeding. Once bred, she will head back out to sea. 
The embryo doesn’t implant for several months so 
she’s ready to give birth the same time next year.





Elephant seals only spend about 10 percent of their 
time on land, 90 percent in the water. And even more 
amazing, of that time in the water, less than 10 percent 
is spent on the surface. The rest of the time, they’re 
underwater. They dive very deep, almost a mile on 
average, and they can stay under 20-70 minutes. They 
surface, take a few breaths and dive again.

Interestingly, the feature that gave them their name, 
their large proboscis, doesn’t seem to be well 
understood. It helps to amplify sound when the males 
are challenging one another and they will use it in 
fights, but what is it really for? Big male sea lions 
challenge each other without a trunk. I think it’s like so 
many things on earth—it’s to prove God’s awesome 
power of creation. 



Among His proofs is the creation of the heavens and 
the earth, and the creatures He spreads in them. He is 
able to summon them, when He wills. [42:29]





I hope you enjoyed this little exploration 
of a small part of God’s awesome 
creation. These animals that I talked 
about make up a tiny part of the mammal 
classification, and mammals themselves 
make up such a small part of the whole 
animal kingdom. And yet here they are 
for us to study and understand and 
treasure. 
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All the creatures on earth, and all the birds that fly 
with wings, are communities like you. We did not 
leave anything out of this book. To their Lord, all 
these creatures will be summoned. [6:38]



Glorifying Him are the seven universes, the 
earth, and everyone in them. 

There is nothing that does not glorify Him, 
but you do not understand 

their glorification. 



ALL PRAISE BE TO GOD


