
IN THE NAME OF GOD, MOST GRACIOUS, MOST MERCIFUL 
 

IF EVERYONE CARED 
 
 

Nickelback – “If Everyone Cared” (Watch the music video at www.nickelback.com) 
See also www.amnesty.org 
 
This video really inspired me to want to make a change. 
 
How, as one person, can we change the world?  God has given us the best ways and the 
best answers in the Quran. 
 
First, we change ourselves. 
 
[13:11]  Shifts (of angels) take turns, staying with each one of you - they are in front of 
you and behind you. They stay with you, and guard you in accordance with GOD's 
commands. Thus, GOD does not change the condition of any people unless they 
themselves make the decision to change. If GOD wills any hardship for any people, no 
force can stop it. For they have none beside Him as Lord and Master. 
 
And become Submitters. 
 
[2:128]  "Our Lord, make us submitters to You, and from our descendants let there be a 
community of submitters to You. Teach us the rites of our religion, and redeem us. You 
are the Redeemer, Most Merciful. 
 
[3:102]  O you who believe, you shall observe GOD as He should be observed, and do 
not die except as Submitters. 

 
Submitters 

[41:33]  Who can utter better words than one who invites to GOD, works righteousness, 
and says, "I am one of the submitters"? 
[41:34]  Not equal is the good response and the bad response. You shall resort to the 
nicest possible response. Thus, the one who used to be your enemy, may become your 
best friend. 
[41:35]  None can attain this except those who steadfastly persevere. None can attain this 
except those who are extremely fortunate. 
 
Then, we spread the message to those who are close to us, our relatives, friends, 
coworkers and acquaintances and remember; 
 

How to Spread God's Message 
[16:125]  You shall invite to the path of your Lord with wisdom and kind enlightenment, 
and debate with them in the best possible manner. Your Lord knows best who has strayed 
from His path, and He knows best who are the guided ones. 



 
 

One God/One Religion 
[29:46]  Do not argue with the people of the scripture (Jews, Christians, and Muslims) 
except in the nicest possible manner - unless they transgress - and say, "We believe in 
what was revealed to us and in what was revealed to you, and our god and your god is 
one and the same; to Him we are submitters." 
 
[27:80]  You cannot make the dead, nor the deaf, hear the call, if they turn away. 
[27:81]  Nor can you guide the blind out of their straying. The only ones who will hear 
you are those who believe in our revelations, and decide to be submitters. 

 
Only God Guides 

[28:56]  You cannot guide the ones you love. GOD is the only One who guides in 
accordance with His will, and in accordance with His knowledge of those who deserve 
the guidance. 
 

God is the Only One Who Guides 
[2:272]  You are not responsible for guiding anyone. GOD is the only one who guides 
whoever chooses (to be guided). Any charity you give is for your own good. Any charity 
you give shall be for the sake of GOD. Any charity you give will be repaid to you, 
without the least injustice. 
 

The Disbelievers Blocked Out* 
[10:99]  Had your Lord willed, all the people on earth would have believed.* Do you 
want to force the people to become believers? 
[10:100]  No soul can believe except in accordance with GOD's will. For He places a 
curse upon those who refuse to understand. 
*10:99-101 The test demands that we denounce idolatry on our own, without divine 
intervention in our initial decision. God blocks out those who choose to disbelieve. 
 

No Compulsion in Religion 
[2:256]  There shall be no compulsion in religion: the right way is now distinct from the 
wrong way. Anyone who denounces the devil and believes in GOD has grasped the 
strongest bond; one that never breaks. GOD is Hearer, Omniscient. 
 
Also remember, according to the verses of the Quran, it is not our mission to deliver the 
message to the world, as we see the Mormons or the Jehovah’s Witnesses doing, that job 
is reserved for God’s messengers. 
 

Questioning God's Wisdom* 
[6:124]  When a powerful proof comes to them, they say, "We will not believe, unless we 
are given what is given to GOD's messengers!" GOD knows exactly who is best qualified 
to deliver His message.* Such criminals will suffer debasement at GOD, and terrible 
retribution as a consequence of their evil scheming. 
 



 
 

The Messenger Must Deliver 
[5:67]  O you messenger, deliver what is revealed to you from your Lord - until you do, 
you have not delivered His message - and GOD will protect you from the people. GOD 
does not guide the disbelieving people. 
 
But we can strive in the cause of God in many ways and help to spread the message in 
many ways.  One of the best ways is by being a good example in our community. 

 
Believers Set the Example 

[49:11]  O you who believe, no people shall ridicule other people, for they may be better 
than they. Nor shall any women ridicule other women, for they may be better than they. 
Nor shall you mock one another, or make fun of your names. Evil indeed is the reversion 
to wickedness after attaining faith. Anyone who does not repent after this, these are the 
transgressors. 
 

Mary 
[66:12]  Also Mary, the Amramite. She maintained her chastity, then we blew into her 
from our spirit. She believed in the words of her Lord and His scriptures; she was 
obedient. 
 
[70:32]  And the believers keep their word; they are trustworthy. 
 
[23:8]  When it comes to deposits entrusted to them, as well as any agreements they 
make, they are trustworthy. 
 
[16:92]  Do not be like the knitter who unravels her strong knitting into piles of flimsy 
yarn. This is your example if you abuse the oaths to take advantage of one another. 
Whether one group is larger than the other, GOD thus puts you to the test. He will surely 
show you on the Day of Resurrection everything you had disputed. 
 

Bribery, Corruption Condemned 
[2:188]  You shall not take each others' money illicitly, nor shall you bribe the officials to 
deprive others of some of their rights illicitly, while you know. 
 

You Shall Not Bear False Witness 
[5:8]  O you who believe, you shall be absolutely equitable, and observe GOD, when you 
serve as witnesses. Do not be provoked by your conflicts with some people into 
committing injustice. You shall be absolutely equitable, for it is more righteous. You 
shall observe GOD. GOD is fully Cognizant of everything you do. 
 
[26:182]  "You shall weigh with an equitable scale. 
 

 
 



 
 

Be Honest With All People 
[3:75]  Some followers of the scripture can be trusted with a whole lot, and they will give 
it back to you. Others among them cannot be trusted with a single dinar; they will not 
repay you unless you keep after them. That is because they say, "We do not have to be 
honest when dealing with the gentiles!"* Thus, they attribute lies to GOD, knowingly. 
 
[7:199]  You shall resort to pardon, advocate tolerance, and disregard the ignorant. 
 
[28:77]  "Use the provisions bestowed upon you by GOD to seek the abode of the 
Hereafter, without neglecting your share in this world. Be charitable, as GOD has been 
charitable towards you. Do not keep on corrupting the earth. GOD does not love the 
corruptors." 
 
If everyone cared, what a wonderful world we would live in. 
 

Appendix 36 
What Price A Great Nation 

A nation that upholds God's laws is guaranteed prominence among the nations of the 
world, victory, prosperity, and happiness (10:62-64, 16:97, 24:55, 41:30-31). On the 
other hand, a nation that violates God's laws incurs a miserable life (20:124). A nation 
that upholds God's laws is guaranteed to be a great nation. This is not a mere idealistic 
dream; since God is in full control (10:61), His guarantees and promises are done. A 
nation that upholds God's laws is characterized by: 
 
1. Maximum freedom for the people - freedom of religion, freedom of expression, 
freedom to travel, and freedom of economy (2:256, 10:99, 88:21-22). 
 
2. Guaranteed human rights for all the people, regardless of their race, color, creed, social 
status, financial situation, or political affiliation (5:8, 49:13). 
 
3. Prosperity for all the people. God's economic system is based on constant circulation 
of wealth, no usury, and productive investment.  Non-productive economy such as 
gambling, lottery, and high interest loans are not permitted (2:275-7, 59:7). 
 
4. Social justice for all. Because of the obligatory charity (Zakat), no one will go hungry 
or un-sheltered (2:215, 70:24-25, 107:1-7). 
 
5. A political system that is based on unanimous consensus. Through mutual consultation 
and freedom of expression, one side of any given issue convinces all participants in the 
discussion. The end result is a unanimous agreement, not the opinion of a 51% majority 
rammed down the throat of the 49% minority (42:38). 
 



6. A society that upholds and maintains the highest standards of moral behavior. There 
will be a strong family, no alcoholism, no illicit drugs, no illegitimate pregnancies, no 
abortions, and practically no divorce. 
 
7. Maximum regard for people's lives and properties. Therefore, there will be no crime 
against the people's lives or properties. 
 
8. Prevalence of love, courtesy, peace, and mutual respect among the people, and 
between this nation and other world communities (3:110, 60:8-9). 
 
9. Environmental protection is guaranteed through conservation and 
prohibition of wasteful practices (30:41). 
 

Salvation For Jews and Christians 
[5:65]  If only the people of the scripture believe and lead a righteous life, we will then 
remit their sins, and admit them into gardens of bliss. 

They Must Believe in This Quran 
[5:66]  If only they would uphold the Torah and the Gospel, and what is sent down to 
them herein from their Lord, they would be showered with blessings from above them 
and from beneath their feet. Some of them are righteous, but many of them are evildoers. 
 

Most People Make the Wrong Choice 
[7:96]  Had the people of those communities believed and turned righteous, we would 
have showered them with blessings from the heaven and the earth. Since they decided to 
disbelieve, we punished them for what they earned. 
 

Believing Nations Prosper 
[10:98]  Any community that believes will surely be rewarded for believing. For 
example, the people of Jonah: when they believed, we relieved the humiliating retribution 
they had been suffering in this world, and we made them prosperous. 
 
This is how one person can change the world. 
 
 


