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Ramadan is the month during 
which the Quran was revealed, 
providing guidance for the peo-
ple, clear teachings, and the 
statute book. Those of you who 
witness this month shall fast 
therein. Those who are ill or 
traveling may substitute the 
same number of other days. 
GOD wishes for you conven-
ience, not hardship, that you 
may fulfill your obligations, and 
to glorify GOD for guiding you, 
and to express your apprecia-
tion. [2:185] 

Ramadan is the ninth lunar 
month in the Islamic calendar. 
Muslims (Submitters) all over the 
world fast every day of this month 

from dawn to the sunset. During 
fasting, the Muslims abstain from 
eating, drinking and sexual encoun-
ter as decreed by God in verse 
2:187 of the Quran. 

At the outset, for somebody who 
does not have experience with it, 
fasting seems to be hardship on the 
people. It is very common for Mus-
lims (Submitters) to have a col-
league or a friend exclaim, “…You 
mean you cannot even drink water 
till sunset, not even a sip!” 

The Submitters know that God did 
not reveal His laws to be a hardship 
for us (3:108). In fact obeying and 
following God’s commands, such 
as fasting during the month of 
Ramadan, is for our benefit both 
physically or spiritually. 

Many medical professionals recog-
nize that fasting is beneficial to our 
health. It provides a break in the 
cycle of rigid habits and gives 
some of our internal organs much-
needed rest. However, in our em-
phasis on refraining from food, 
drink, and marital relations during 
the daylight hours, we should not 
forget many other important as-
pects of this sacred time. Perhaps, 
it would help us to remember not 
only the physical act of fasting, but 
also its underlying purpose: 

O you who believe, fasting is de-
creed for you, as it was decreed 
for those before you, that you 
may attain salvation. (2:183) 

 

Cont’d on Page 2 

 

 

In the name of God, Most Gracious, Most Merciful 
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Thus in order to attain salvation, 
we should refrain from any behav-
ior that may jeopardize the rewards 
from fasting. We should take ad-
vantage of this month to purify our 
souls further through concentrated 
worship, reading of the Quran more 
often, giving charity, and doing 
good deeds. 

[The following paragraph was taken 
from Submitters Perspective article in 
January 1998 issue, titled RAMADAN: 
A GIFT OF REMEMBRANCE by sister 
Kathryn. For the entire article, please 
refer to www.masjidtucson.org.] 

Our lifetime is so brief compared to 
eternity. We are deprived of nothing 
during this brief period, including 
repeated, individualized messages of 
God alone. Twenty-four hour God-
consciousness is our goal. It is that 
which we strive toward, with stead-
fastness and patience. We know that 
“God never burdens any soul be-
yond its means....” (2:286) and that 
fasting is not an ordeal but rather a 
great opportunity to run, not walk, 
along God’s path. How awesome is 
God. He takes His creation with all 

its limits and uses it to remind indi-
vidually and constantly that He 
alone is our Lord and Master. Given 
our previous behavior, God is mer-
ciful beyond our wildest dreams, 
and provides us with a gift of re-
membrance that can only lead us 
closer to Him for all eternity. 

The Night of Power (Destiny) 
The Night of Power or the Night of 
Destiny (Layl-al-Qadr) is the night 
in which the Quran was revealed to 
Prophet Muhammad. It is the 27th 
night of Ramadan. God describes 
this night as better than a thousand 
months. During that night, the an-
gels and the Spirit descend therein, 
by God’s leave, to carry out every 
command (97:1-5). 

The Night of Power starts at the 
sunset of 26th day of Ramadan cor-
responding to the 27th night. It ends 
at the dawn of the following morn-
ing. 

Note: Like every year, there will be 
gatherings of Submitters in different 
communities around the world for 
the Night of Power (Destiny) to 
commemorate God all night long. 
Please check with your local com-
munity for such a gathering (Ed.)  

 

                                

Ramadan 2004 USA/CANADA 
God willing 

October 15 - November 12 
To calculate the Ramadan start date: Compare the time of the New Moon with the sunset at your location. If the 
new moon is born before sunset, you should fast the next day. Similarly to determine the last day of fasting, 
compare the time of the next New Moon with the sunset at your location. If the new moon is born before sunset, 
the month of Ramadan is complete on that day. The Night of Power or Destiny starts at the sunset of November 
9, 2004. For further details, see the Ramadan page at www.masjidtucson.org. 

 

Ramadan Special 
Order by the box and save 

QURAN 
The Final Testament 
Authorized English Version 
Translated From the Original 

Rashad Khalifa, Ph. D. 

 
Library Edition, English only, ISBN 
1-881893-05-7, a box of 28 Qurans 
is for $220. (Regular catalog price is 
$15 each, or two copies for $25) 

 

Library Edition, English with Arabic 
text, ISBN 1-881893-03-0, a box of 
20 Qurans is for $225. (Regular 
catalog price is $24.95 each, or two 
copies for $39.90) 

or 

Receive a 10% discount off of the 
regular prices of the above Qurans 
(any quantity). If you have any ques-
tions, or want to see our catalog, 
please visit our web site 
www.masjidtucson.org 

 
Offer valid until 12/31/2004 
All prices include shipping 

(USA only) 
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Praise be to God, this was the 19th 
annual United Submitters Interna-
tional Conference. The venue was 
Tucson, Arizona and the dates Au-
gust 6-8, 2004. Submitters from 
around the world gathered to share 
ideas and to commemorate God.  

Br. Faiz led the Friday prayer. Pre-
paring for his career as a professor 
in the college of business, he gave 
us ideas on getting rich quick. Of 
course, these ideas wouldn’t neces-
sarily be accepted in the world of 
business. Faiz reminded us of the 
ways God rewards us for even the 
little things we do in His cause. We 
can use every situation, whether 
good or bad, as a means of remem-
bering God, and when we do God 
blesses us. And this is the only way 
we can truly get rich. 

The get acquainted/welcome ses-
sion took a long time because, 
mashaAllah, we were such a large 
group this year. Well over 250 
people attended this year’s confer-
ence. We divided into 19 small 

groups (using 19 attributes of God) 
to get acquainted. It’s a great way 
to really get to know one another. 

The zikr (meditation on God) Fri-
day evening was especially lively. 
Sister Parisa sang with her lovely 
voice, and she added the haunting 
sound of a drum that she played 
beautifully with her fingers. It 
made a delightful beat that capti-
vated all of us. 

Saturday and Sunday we were 
treated to excellent talks. They 
were fascinating and very informa-
tive—everything from adorable 
pictures of baby harp seals to the 
discovery of another scientific 
miracle in the Quran. God says in 
16:78: GOD brought you out of 
your mothers' bellies knowing 
nothing, and He gave you the hear-
ing, the eyesight, and the brains, 
that you may be appreciative. This 
is the actual order that a baby de-
velops its senses!  

We were also treated to many 
wonderful presentations by 
younger submitters, including well-

researched power point talks and a 
trivia game that proved to be lots of 
fun for the whole audience. 

One great blessing always of the 
conference is seeing all the new 
faces, brand new submitters, ex-
cited and eager to learn. This year’s 
conference also brought a return of 
several submitters who had been 
unable to attend for many years. It 
was wonderful to see all these fa-
miliar faces.  

May God continue to bless the 
community of submitters, and keep 
us in the forefront of the righteous. 

O you who believe, you shall rev-
erence GOD and seek the ways 
and means to Him, and strive in 
His cause, that you may succeed. 
[5:35]  

Nargis and Lydia 

 

[Note. If you have any comments or 
suggestions about the conference, 
please feel free to let us know at 
info@masjidtucson.org] 
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You shall hold fast to the rope of GOD, all of you, and do not be divided. [3:103] 

You shall submit to Him, reverence Him, observe the Contact Prayers (Salat), and— whatever you do— 
do not ever fall into idol worship. [30:31] 


