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and  punctually; to render our National  Government a blessing 
to all the people by constantly  being a government of wise, just 
and  constitutional  laws,  discreetly  and  faithfully  executed and 
obeyed; to promote the knowledge and practice of true religion 
and  virtue, and the increase of science  among us; and, generally 
to  grant unto all  mankind  such a degree of temporal prosperity 
as He alone knows to be  best.” 
(3rd October 1789) 

It is a wonderful  idea  for  any  government to set aside a day  for 
remembering  God  and appreciate the blessings that He be- 
stowed  on the country.  As  individuals,  however, we cannot 
afford to be  thankful to God once a year. God gives us so many 
blessings that we should be appreciative of Him every  day,  even 

fortunate as  some others in this  material  world  can  find  many 
every minute of our lives.  Even those of us who are not as 

things in our lives that God has  blessed us with. 
And He gives you all kinds ojthings that you implore Him j o .  If 
you count God’s blessings, you can never encompass them. In- 
deed, the human being is transgressing, unappreciative. [14:34] 

It is unfortunate that the Thanksgiving  Day is becoming a day 
where  remembering God is at the bottom of people’s  list of 
things  to do on that day, if it is in their list  at all. Ironically, the 
majority of people who rea l i i  the true meaning of Thanksgiv- 
ing are more  likely to set up idols  besides God. As a result oF-3 
this  idol  worship, their thanks and good  works will go  in  vain 
because God does not  forgive  idolatry if it is maintained  until 
death. 
It has been revealed to you, and to those beforeyou that ifyou ever 
commit idol worship, allyour works will  be nullified, andyou will 
be  with  the losers. [39:65] 
We pray  to God that He guides us in His right path, helps us to 
be  appreciative of His blessings, and counts us among the 
righteous. 
We created the humanfrom a liquidmirture,from hvoparents, in 
order to test him. Thus, we made him a hearer and a seer. We 
showed him the hvo paths, then he is either appreciative, or 
unappreciative. [76:2-31 
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Thanksgiving to God 
.‘I> God broughtyou outofyourmothers’bel- 
. lieshowingnothing,  andHegaveyou the 

hearing, the eyesight, and the  brains, that 
you may be appreciative. [16:78] 

ionseverythingthatislawfulandgood, and 
merefore, you shall entjiom God’sprovis- 

be appreciative of God’s blessings, ifyou 
do worship Him  alone. [16:114] 

O n e  of the traits of the believers  is that 
they are appreciative of God‘s blessings 
to them. In fact, in  many verses of the 
Quran, being appreciative and  thankful is 
linked to believing  in God and the Here- 
after. The Arabic word  “kaafir,” for ex- 
ample, has both the meaning of unappre- 
ciative and disbeliever. 
In the Quran, it is  very  clear that God 
blesses people and the communities  who 
are appreciative of His provisions. 

3 thank Me, the more I give you. But ifyou 
Your Lord has decreed: “The more you 

tum unappreciative, then my retribution is 
severe.” [14:7] 
In the United States and Canada, a day  of 
each year is celebrated as the Thanksgiv- 
ing  Day. To understand the true meaning 
of the Thanksgiving, we have to look into 
its original purpose and how it was estab- 
lished. 

~~<-) 

History of Thanksgiving Day 
Thanksgiving  Day  is a day set  aside each 
year  forgiving thanks to God  for  blessings 
received  during the year.  On  this  day, 
people give thanks with feasting and 
prayer. The holiday  is celebrated on the 
fourth  Thursday of November in the 
United States and on the second  Monday 
of October in Canada. 

The first Thanksgiving observance in 
America was entirely  religious and did 
not  involve  feasting. On Dec. 4,  1619, a 
group of 38 English settlers arrived at 
Berkeley  Plantation, on the James river 

The group’s charter required that the day 
near  what is now Charles  City,  Virginia. 

of arrival be observed  yearly as a day  of 
thanksgiving to God. 
The historical  observance  most  associ- 
ated with present  Thanksgiving  was the 
celebration of the Plymouth  colonists 

who came to America  for  religious  free- 
(frequently  called  pilgrims). The settlers, 

dom  had  lost  about  half of their members 

But  new hope arose in the summer of 
during  their fust winter  in  Massachusetts. 

harvest, despite poor crops of peas,  wheat 
1621. The settlers expected a good  corn 

nor  William  Bradford arranged a harvest 
and  barley.  Thus,  in  early autumn, gover- 

festivaltogivethankstoGodfortheprog 
r e s  the colony  had  made. 
The custom of Thanksgiving  Day spread 
from  Plymouth to other New  England 
colonies.  During the Revolutionary  war, 
eight special days of thanks were  ob- 
served for victories and for being  saved 
from  dangers. In 1789, America’s fust 
President, George  Washington,  issued a 
general  proclamation  naming  November 
26 a day of national  thanksgiving.  This 
“Thanksgiving  Proclamation”  is quoted 
below in its  entirety. 

George  Washington’s  Proclamation: 
“Whereas it is the duty of all nations to 
acknowledge the providence of Almighty 
God, to obey His will, to be grateful for 
His  benefits and humbly to implore His 
protection and favor; and 

“Whereas both Houses of Congress  have 
bytheirjointcommittee,reqnestedme‘to 
recommend to the people of the United 
States a day of public thanksgiving and 
prayer, to  be observed by acknowledging 
with  grateful hearts the many and signal 
favors of Almighty  God,  especially by  af- 
fording  them an opportunity to establish 
a form of government  for their safety and 
happiness’: 
“Now, therefore, I do recommend and 

vember  next to be devoted by the people 
assign  Thursday, the twenty-sixth  of  No- 

of these States to the service of that great 
and glorious  Being  who is the beneficent 

will be; that we  may then all unite  in ren- 
author of all the good that was, that is, or 

thanks for His  kind care and protection 
dering unto Him our service and humble. 

of the people of this country previous to 
their becoming a nation;  for the signal 
and manifold  mercies and favorable  in- 
terpositions of His providence in the 
course and conclusion of the late war;  for 
the great degree of tranquillity,  union and 
plenty  which we have  since  enjoyed; for 
the civil and religious liberty with  which 
we are blessed and the means we have of 
acquiring and diffusing  useful  knowl- 

various  favors  which He has  been  pleased 
edge:  and, in general,  for all the great and 

to confer  upon us. 
“And also  that  we may then unite in  most 
humbly  offering OUT prayers and suppli- 
cation to the great Lord and Ruler of 
Nations, and beseech Him to pardon OUT 
national and other transgressions, to en- 
able us all,  whether in public  or  private 
stations, to perform our duties properly 

continued in the lastpage 



we know  now what was not known at the 
time of the revelation of the Quran; that 
the bee does  indeed literally,  in seeking 
provisions, followspaths designedbyGod 
in a very special and miraculous way. 
One of the most remarkable communica- 
tions systems found in the non-human 
world is that of the  European honeybee. 
Beekeepers had long suspected  that  bees 

properties of this communication system 
commnnicatedwitheachotherbeforethe 

were scientifically established. For exam- 
ple, beekeepers noticed that if a single 
bee  happens  upon a particularly rich 
source of nectar or pollen, other  bees 
from the hive  will soon be found at the 
food source in significant numbers. The 

better  understood.  Research by Karl von 
facts about bee behavior are now  much 

Frisch and his colleagues have identified 
themost  important  properties of the bees 
communication system and shown that 
when a foraging bee has discovered a rich 
food supply and returns to the hive, it is 
able to communicate a surprisingly com- 
plex  message to  its hivemates. The trans- 
mitted message is actually a recruitment 
device, indicating to  the hivemates how 

And your Lord inspired  the bee: build 
homes in  mountains and trees, and in The  Bee  and 
(the hives) they build for you. [l6681 the  Paths of our Lord 
Then eat from all the  fruits, following the 
design ofyourlord, precisely. From  their food. If, for instance, the recruited bees 

wherein there is healing for the people. one kilometer away, they would have to 
bellies comes a drink of different colors, were to searchrandomlyforafoodsource 

This  should be (sufficient) proof for peo- search an area of 3 million square meters! 
p k  who reflect. [l6691 In fact, the European honeybee performs 

a dance  that not only indicates the direc- 
tion the recruited  bees must travel but 

in  Arabic “subula rabbiki“ which literally tante. Both aspects of the dance have a 
Theitalicizedphraseintheverse, reads also enables them to fly the dis- 

means the ‘‘paths of your h d . ’ ’   I n  fact, remarkable degree of accuracy, 

far to fly, what direction  to fly, and what 
type of food to seek. 
The scout bee’s messige is communi- 
cated  through  patterns of movement, 
called “dancing,” on the vertical walls of 
the hive. There  are two major types of 
dance depending  on the location of the 
food source with respect to  the hive: the 
round dance  and the tail-wagging dance. 
When the food  source is relatively close 
the round dance is performed. For dis- 
tances greater  than 100 meters, the bee 
performs the tail-wagging dance.  This 
ability of thebees  to indicate food sources 
beyond 100 feet is truly impressive. Since 
the  food source is far away, it would not 
be sufficient for thebee  to simply commu- 
nicate the existence ofafood sourcewith- 
out an indication of the direction of the 

l A B C 
Relation of solar-oriented flight to farce af pravity. 
Box at center of landstape is the hive; three test 

feedingstations,A,B,andC,surraundit.Atbottom: 
dances corresponding to thepaths to the three feed. 
ingstations. (Adapted fmmvon Frisch 1967.) 

7 The tail-waeeine dance consists of two - -  
roughly semicircular paths of movement 
with a straight-line portion in between, 

serves to communicate three vital pieces 
during which the  bee waggles. The  dance 

the orientation of the straight line portion 
of information to  the  recruited bees. First, 

of the  dance communicates the direction 
that the bees must fly with respect to  the 
position of the sun. Since the walls of the 
hive are vertical the scout bee is not able 
to  “point” directly toward the location of 
the food source. The  dance is gravity ori- 
ented and functions as a compass or map 
to direct the solar-oriented flight of the 
bees. For example, if the recruited  bees 
are to fly, SO” to the left of the sun, the 

vertical (see figure). One remarkable as- 
dance will be oriented 80’ to  the left of 

pect of this system is that the foraging 
scout bee communicates to  the recruited 

bees  about a path  that the  scout bee has 
not actually flown. The scout bee returns 
to the hive after finding food and commu- 
nicates to  the  other bees what is in effect 
the “reverse” of the  trip  he has just taken. 
Second, the length of time  spent during 
the tail-wagging portion of the  dance 
commnnicates the distance  that must be 
flown. During the straight line, tail-wag- 
ging portion of the dance, the bee makes 
a special buzzing sound and it is believed 
that is the length of time of this buzzing 
that communicates the distance to the 
food source. There is also an inverse re- 
lationship between the amount of time e: 
spent  during the straight line portion of 
the  dance  and  the total number of circuits 
performed per unit of time. The fewer 
number of circuits per unit of time, the L 

farther the  source is from  the hive. Exper- ~ 

iments have shown that bees can accu- 
rately communicate distances up to 11 
kilometers or 7 miles. Finally, the general 
level of excitement during the  dance com- 
municates the richness of the source. 
Experiments have shown that  the  bee is 
able  to communicate both  the direction 
and distance of food with remarkable ac- 
curacy. There is also clear evidence that 
these dances are a part of the genetic 
make-up of the bee.  That is, given rele- 
vant triggering experience  from the envi- 
ronment, such as experience with the sun 
and its orientation and movement across 
the sky, the bee is “programmed” to de- 
velop this system of orientation and the 
ability to communicate it to  other bees. 
Other  than increasing the precision of its 
communication activities through experi- 
ence, there is no evidence that the  bee has 
to learn any of its behavior; it is innate. 
Bees  raised  outside the hive, function 
normally when reintroduced  to  the hive. 
This knowledge that  God has granted w 
about  the  bees communication system, 
sheds a different light on our understand- 
ing of the  Quranic verse  quoted above. 
The bee, does  in fact, literally, obtain its 
provisions  by following the paths commu- 
nicatedby the scout bee through a system 
of communication designed by our Lord, 
the  Creator of the heavens and  the earth 
and the  One who provides for all crea- 
tures on this earth.  Praise be  to Him. 

c 

c 

Martha Schulte-Nafeh 

Reference: Akmajian, 4 Richard Demers and 
Robert Harnish (1984) Linguistics: An Introduc- 
tion io Language and Communication. MIT 
Press. Cambridge, MA. 

‘ T h e  life of M. Kemd Ataturk, the founder 

with the number 19. Believers who have 
oftheRepublicofTurkey,hasbeenencoded 

‘Seen blessed with the knowledge of the role 
the number 19 in the  Quran can easily 

understand  the divine message behind this 
awesome phenomenon. 
The manifestation of number 19 throughout 
the l ie of Ataturk is an example of God’s 

signs in the horizons, and within themselves, 
promise in  the Quran: We willshow them our 

Lord not sufficient? He witnesses all  things 
until they realize that this is the tmth. Is your 

(41.53). The Quran  teaches us that  theworst 
people in the world are  those who fabricate 
lies and attribute them to God (1815; 29:68; 
316;  4221). 
According  to this Quranic criterion, some of 
the Muslim clergy  (‘ulama) of the Ottoman 
Empire  were among the worst people. They 
tanght superstitions and baseless prohibi- 
‘tions and presented  them as God’s religion. 

justifying sultans’ killing of innocent people. 
They issued religious decrees  on  demand 

They did not allow the printing machine in 

that  it was a satanic invention. They treated 
the  country for about 300 years, declaring 

women as slaves. The sultans (who were also 
caliphs) and ‘ulama of the  Ottomans  were 
the continuation of the  satanic kingdoms 
(caliphates)  of  the Ummayyads and  the 
Abbassids. The Almighty God  stopped this 
kingdom,  which  gradually  became  cor- 
rupt, by supporting  Ataturk. 
It is a matter of historical fact that  Ataturk 
was granted victory  over the powerful rulers 
of the  Ottoman  empire. Given the  great 
number of  ways in  which the number 19 
figured in  Ataturk‘s life, we come to  an un- 
derstanding of  how God, through Ataturk, 
brought about the defeat of those  sultans 
and ’ulama who ruled, they claimed, in the 
name of God,  but who  in fact  spread evil and 
lies about the religion of submission to  God 
alone and ouuressed  their subiects. 

\ 

&turk Was Supported By God 
Against the Cormpt  caliphs 

Edip Yuksel 

The list below is some of historical facts which can be verified in encyclopedias 
and history books. 

People of the Scripture: A Symposium 
I n  an effort to promote  understanding 
and  dialogue  among  people of the 
scripture, ICs has  sponsored a sympo- 
sium in which representatives of the 
three major monotheistic religions of 

gathered  to discuss various topics. Par- 
the world (Jews, Christians, Muslims) 

ticipants, about 10 people from each 
group, met  in a four-hour session twice 
on two consecutive Sunday afternoons 
(Oct. 31, Nov. 7). Topics covered were: 
Session I Parenthood, women, homo- 
sexuality, divorce, aggression and fam- 

Session II Worship practices, hereaf- 
ter, monotheism and religion of the fu- 
ture. 
The conference overall  was quite suc- 
cessful in: 

ily. 

1) Giving the participants the chance to 
listen to different views of each  group 
on the topics covered. 

2) Allowing us to  present God‘s mes- 
sage to  other groups, at least in an indi- 
rect way. For example, all attendants 
repeatedly  listened to verses of the 
Quran recited to them. Also, they  have 
heard  about  the mathematical miracle 
of the Quran. 
3) Allowing us to  present  to other 
groups the difference between follow- 
ing the traditions in religion and follow- 
ing the Scripture alone. 
4) Showing that dialogue and tolerance 
are good ways to  open channels of com- 
munication between different religions 
in this country and the world (as op- 
posed to bloodshed). 
In conclusion, we hope  that this  kind of 
approach to educating people about 
God  and  His scriptures, in general, may 
very  well promote an atmosphere of 
tolerance and peaceamongall religions 
of the world. 

YasserAlkadi 


