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Signs continued 

’ during any  of  the four consecutive  sacred 
5. The Hajj pilgrimage can  be  observed 

months. The  Quran calls the  practice of 
altertlating  the  sacred  months ‘a gross 
sin,’ (2197,  937).  The  annual  disasters 
related to the  Hajj  practice of todays’ 
Muslims  go  against  God’s  promise to 
make  the observing of His religion easy 
(22:78). 

was  uoveiletl and  proclaimed, with the 
6.TllemathcmaticalmiracleoftlleQuran 

number  nineteen  as its common  dcnomi- 
nator  (7430). 

7. Two  false verses that do  not belong in 
Quran  were  exposed  and  removed. (Scc 
the previous  discussion on this issuc.) 

8. The purpose of our lives, why we are 

clarified. P.O. Box 43476, Tucson A Z  S5733, USP 

9. Hadith  and  Sunnah  were  exposed  as 
Satanic religious sources (31:6). 

from us, everything  good  comes  from 
10. The  concept  that  anything bad comes 

God  (479)  and  that God never  advocates 
evil (1690) was explained. For example, 
God never ordered  Prophet  Abraham lo 
sacrifice  his  son  Ismail  (37:102-107), 
rather  Abraham believed  his  own dream. 

or anyotherrighteoosidols will intcrccdc 
11.  The myth that  Muhammad, Jesus, Ali 

on our behalf is nullified (2254). 

12. The only religion acceptable to God is 
Submission(Is1am). Anyonewho believes 
in God,  the  Hereafter  and lives a  righ- 
teous life is a submitter  (262,  569). 

These  are  some cxami;lcs of the mcssa~e 
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What does Thanksgiving ‘ 
really mean? 

Thanksgiving  day is a day  set  aside  each 
year to give thanks  to  God  for blessings 
received  during  the  ycar.  The holiday is 

vcmbcr in thc  Unitcd  States  and on thc 
cclcbrated  on  the  forth  Thursday  ofNo- 

second  Monday o f  October in  Canada. 

It is unlortunate  that  the Thanksgiving 1 
day is becoming a day  where  rememhcr- ~ 

ing God is at  the  bottom of people’s list ‘ 
of things to  do on that  day. 

More  than 130 years  ago,  Abraham Liu- 

States,  recalled  the  roots  of Thanksgiv- 
coin,  thc 161h president of the  United 

ing. Here  arc  some  quotes  from him. 

“We have  been  the  recipient of the 1 Lincoln’s View 

choicest  bounties of heaven. We have 
been preserved  these  many  years in 
pcacc and  prosperity. We have grown in 

has  ever  grown. 
numhcrs, wealth and  power  as no  nation ~ 

“But we have forgotteu  God.  We have 
! 

forgotten the gracious  hand which prc- 
served us in pmce and  moltiplied  and 
cnrichcd  and  strengthened us, and we 

nessof  our  hearts,  that all thcschlcssings 
ilavc vainly imagined, in the deceitful- 

wcrc  produced by some  superior wis- 
dom  and  virtue of our owu.” l 
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In the name  of God, Most Gracious, Most Merciful 

incerity? 

T h e  new  publication  from  England, 
Signs Magazine,  devoted most of its third 
issue to attacking  Dr.  Rashad Khalifa and 
his  works. Masjid  Tucson  sent a reply to 
Signs based  on  their  promisc  to us that 
they would  publish our  reply  as  an  article 
in its entirety. However,  the  magazine 
published only a fraction of our  reply as i l  
i t  were a letter  to  the  editor,  without  indi- 
cating  that it was excerpted.  Replies  from 
othcr  community  members  shared the 
same  fate.  They too were  chopped u p  and 
quotcdout  ofcontcxt.Thisaction  hasnot 
only shown that  the  cditors of Signs mag- 
azine  are not reliable in thcir  words,  hut 

facts  from  their  readers  and  distort  the 
it also  indicates  their  intention to hide  the 

evidence to  meet  thcir own ends. The 
following is our reply in its entirety. 

The Message is What Is Impurtant 

The  Signs  Magazine,  International  edi- 
tion, published in Glasgow,  England,  dc- 
voted  almost  the  entire  third issue to at- 
tacking the late  Dr.  Rashad Khalifa and 
his works. This is in spite of thc similarity 
in spirit  between  what this  new magazine 
seems to advocate  (at  least ill their first 
two  issues) and  what  Dr.  Rashad KIlalXa 
taught.  Scvcral  articlcs even i n  this issuc 
are  clear  adaptations  from  sonic of 
Rashad’s work. The  followiug is a reply 
from Masjid Tucson in Arizona  (USA) 
where  Dr.  Khalifa  taught  and  workcd 
until his still unsolved  assassination in  
January, 1970. 

Messengership 

This is a very sensitive issue to orthodox 
Muslims. To t hem,  mcssengcrship is a big 

mad the last messenger  (Rasool),  just  as 
deal,  so  much SCI that they called  Muham- 

the  people  ofJoseph  said in 40:34. How- 
ever,  there is a clear  Ouranic  assertion 
that  Muhammad was the final prophet 
(Nabi = receiver  ofaScripture),  and  that 
God  sends  messengers  (to confirm the 
Scripture)  as  warners  to every commu- 

ing the following of the Ouran  alone  and 
nity. Despite  sonie  good articles  advocat- 

discarding  orthodox  Islamic  teachings in 
its  prwious  two  editions,  the  editors 
mainlain  the  traditional, but un-Quranic 
undcrstanding of mcsscngership. 

the  messenger is a source of  comfort  for 
the  sincere  believers,  for they can  relate 
the  learning  process  he  goes  through,  the 
growth  and  gradual  increase in knowl- 
edgewith  their own. They know that  mes- 
sengers,  being  human,  “eat  the  food  and 
walk in the  markets”  (257,20). A blessing 
indeed, in light of the  human  tendency to 
idolize  God’s  servants. 
If God decided  that H e  would send a 
human  messenger to this world,  and He 
decided  that  this  person  who  would 
preach  the  worship of Him  alone  was  to 
live as o w  contemporary, what would be 
our  response?  Sincere believers would 
a c c e p t   t h e   m e s s a g e   d e s p i t e   t h e  
messenger’s  human  condition,  just  as 

Wc tend l o  forgcl  that  God  sends  human 
messengers because the  earth is inhab- 
ited hy humans  (1794-95). People dc- 
mand loo much of God‘s mcsscngcrs,  and 
eventually create a layer of myth around 
these  messengersafter  tl1eyaregone.The 
humanity of the  messengers  has always , 

been a sourcc o f  dilficulty  for thc disbc- 
lievers and  the hypocrites. They  arc enyi- 
ous, wanting  tllc ‘title’ fcw themselves, as 
if th is  is somc  sort of an  office t o  seck, and 
as  ifthcyarc in control  ofGod‘s  decision. 
Otherwise, they want  an  augel, maybe 
some kind o f  ;I superman,  somebody di€- 

scnger,  somcone  who  cannot  make mis- 
fcrcnt-more  powcrful  or ricI1-as mes- 

takes. Evcnlualiy,  tbcy rc;dy believe that 
a mcsscnger  must be immune  from 
human mistakcs, and cnd  up idolizing 
him. (In  the  other  hand,  the  humanity of c o ~ ~ l i ~ n r e d  on the ncrtpage 

Moses’  and Saleh‘s followers did in 4:28 
and 775. As  with everything else that  goes 
against  established  tradition,  messenger- 
ship is a test from  God  (2143).  It is a 
blessing for the  sincere believers, and a 
test for the  disbelievers  and  the  hypo- 
critcs.  Rashad is no longer with us, hut  the 
ISSUC remains-  upholding  the  worship of 
God  Alone. Wc should  not  fall  into  the 
same  trap  as  the  previous  communities, 
who  rcjcctcd God’s messengers (e.& the 
Jews vis-a-vis Jesus,  the  Christians vis-u- 
vis Muhammad)  out of rcscntment. We  

guidance,  the l iving messenger.   We 
have  the  Quran, the  perpetual source of 

should  aim  at  promoting its message in- 
stcad of arguing  amongst  ourselves  over 
the  messengers.  What’s  important is 
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Signs confirrued 
The  mathematical  structure within the f o o t n o t e :   t h e   I n d e x   a c c e p t s   t h e  
fabric of the  Quran,  hintcd  at by its Cre- Faatchah’s  Basmalah as a numbered 
ator in Sura 74, is there for anyone to see verse (it is verse no.1  in that  Sura, which 

their  universal  message:  worship  God andverify.  However,  laziness  and  the  ten- is also  accepted universally throughout 
alone. dcncy  to follow thc  maiority is a human history),  but  “fails” to include it in the 

Do You Appreciate  the  Mathematical 
Structure of the Quran,   ur  Don’t Yuu? 

It is obvious that  the  editors  cannot  make 

trait.. Unfortunatcly, f i r  the  cditors of counting  of  the  word ‘God’. Rashad‘s ini- 
Signs  they  arc  not an exception. A prime tial computer  calculation  also  showed  the 
example is the  word God (Allah), which count as26YX. H e  was the first rcsearchcr 
is found 2698 times in the  Ouran.  and t o  make a connection  between  269s and ~ ~~ ~~~~. ~ ~ ~~~~~~, 

~ ~~ , ~~ 

up their  minds  whether  to  accept  the 2698 is a multiple  of 19. This  word is so 19, which by then was known as the   con-  
Quran ic   s t a t emen t   t ha t   ‘ove r  i t  is central   to thethcmcofthe  Quran,andso mon  denominator in the  Quran’s  mathc- 
nineteen’ is ‘onc  of the great  miracles’ easy to verify  that  anyone  who  intcnds to matical  structure.  The  only  conclusion 
(7430,35), of to dismiss it as  ‘Rashad’s do research  on  the  Quran’s  numerical we  can  draw is that  God  willcd  the  (re- 
fabrication.’Towit:  theeditorswrite, “Dr. pattern  cannot  possibly  ignore it. It is quencyofHisnamein  HisFinalScripturc 
Rasltad  Khalifa’s  discovery  of Ilte nur~tber utterly  amazing  that  for a matter so im- to  be known  as 2698. 

step for Muslims al/ over the world” (p.6). 
19pattenr in //le (?uran was a ntontentotrs 

Howcver, in the next pagc  we  find  this 
statement, “Dr. Khalifa’s work is not in- 
spired by God and it contains too marry 
discrepancies ....” This   ambiva1enc .e  
seems  to  be a reflection of their inability 
to  refute  the  overwhelming  signs of God 
manifested in the  Quran’s  mathcmatical 
structure.  On  the  other  hand,  from  thcsc 
statements: “Rashad Kltalifa’.s inlpaired 
cluims to nrcssengervhip urldennims all 
the good lllat /te has done” (p.3) and “To 
declure himselfas a divine messeqer  was 
an unforttmate decisiorr (for) it has over- 
shadowed the seriousness of his previous 
acltievemertr.s” (p.6), wc see  that  thc  issue 

ant   role   in   their   decis ion to reiect 
of  messengership  again  plays an  import- 

portakt  as  to f o k  the  basis of their  thesis 
in attacking  the Qnrau’s mathematical 
structure,  the  cditors  would write: “11 can 
be asstuned that oriter calculations may 
also be wrong, but if i.s not wi1h;n i l le scope 

rlecessu/y research” (p.4). Rathcr  thau 
of Signaflrre  P~~blico/io~!.s to carol o111 /he  

waitingforsonlc‘rccognized authority’to 
verify it  for  thcm  (p.3)  as is the  habit in 
the  Muslim  world, why not verify it for 
themselves  as  God  has  taught i n  1736? 

Conspiracies  Against  the @ran? 

It is ironic  to  accusc  someone of conspir- 

pcciallywhcn  the  person you are  accusing 
acy by misusing  other  people’s  work, es- 

is promotingthcbasic  message of thcvcry 
book he  is supposcd to be  conspiring 
against.  What  Rashad  did  was  to refocus 

In 3985, Rashad  did a recounting  and to 
his  amazement,  he  found  that  the  word 
‘God’  occurred 2699 times.  This  and 

him  to  thc  last  two  verses  ofSura 9 (9:128 
many  other  Quranic  keyword  counts  led 

129). Thcse  verses,  from  the  earlicst 
history of Islam,  have always been  suspect 

ical r e c o r d s  i n  Al-Suyuty’s Itqoan, 
(the  interested  reader may refer  to  histor- 

Bukhari’s Hudith, and  thc  destruction of 
thc  Prophet’s  original  Quran  described in 
Ahmad von Denffcr’s U111nt Al-Qurun). 
InMarch 198SeditiotlofthcMuslirn Per- 
spective  (known as Suhrnittcrs Perspec- 
tive since 1989) hc  made  an  appeal to all 
Muslims  arouud  the  world to set  aside 
their  difiercnccs  and  look  into  this very 
important  matter. 

Rashad’s  work  outright.  people’s  attention  back to  the  Ouran’s  Upon  careful analysis, it became evidcnt 

This is exactly the  same  altitude  displayed 
by the  Islamic  world  when  Rashad was 
blessed by God to uncover  the  Quran’s 
mathematical  structure  based on the 
number  19 for the first  time.  Throughout 
the  seventies  Rashad  was  embraced, 
praised,  and  invited to spcak  before  large 

when  the  mathematical  structure  eventtt- 
Muslim audiences  on his discovery. But 

ally pointcd  out  the  inevitable,  namely 
that  Muslims  should  only follow God’s 
revelation as a source of guidance  and 
discard  Satanic  fabrications  such  as  Ha- 
dith & Sunnah,  the tide suddenly re. 
vcrsed.  First hc  was offered  large swns of 
Arab  petrodollars  to  buy  his  silcncc. 
When  he  refused, his works  wcrc  banned 
in Arab  countries,  hewas  threatened, was 
called all kinds or names  and was eventu- 
ally declared  an  apostate.  It is ironic  that 
Rashad was accused of seeking  fame, 
whcn  he  already  had  more  fame  than 
most  people.  Despite  all  the  fame, 
Rashad  choscto  seek God’s pleasure and 
acceptance,  even  when it cost him Ilis 
popularity i n  the  eyes of the  masses,  and 
cvcntually his life. 

basic  message of worshiping  God  alone 
and  of :liscarding all religious Cahrica- 
tions.  It  docs  not  require mucll lloncsty 
from  the  cditors  to at least indicate  the 
fact t h a t  the  book with the  abovc title, 
“ConspiraciesAg;linst  thcQuran,” which 
they  quote liberally, has  nothing to d o  
wit11 Rashad at all, as their  articlcs  sccm 
to imply. 

The  2698 occurrences  ofthe  word ‘God,’ 
as wc11 as many  other  important  Ouranic 
kcywords,  have  bccn listed in publica- 
tions long  bcforc  Rashad  started his rc- 
search on the  Quran’s  numerical  and 
mathcmatical  structures  (see e,g. the fa- 
mous  Index  ofthc  Quran by Fuad  Abdul 
Baqi). Anothcr  example  that is probably 

Muslims  throughout  centuries  have  bccn 
more  well  known is the  numbcr 786. 

u s ing   t h i s   number  i n  p l ace  of t h c  
Basmalah  when  starting a note o r  a letter 
(786 is the  sum  ofthe  gematricd valucs of 
t h e  19 l e t t e r s   t h a t   c o n s t i t u t e   t h e  
Basmalah,  which -by  the way ~ nullifies 
the  argument of contentious  pcople  who 
say  that  tbc  Basmalah docs not consist o f  
19 letters!). Tllcrc is, howaever, a curious 

that  there  were  many  irregularities in 

Rulreeril (Merciful) was uscd for  prophet 
these  two ‘verses.’ For  example,  the  word 

Muhammad in 9128, when  throughout 
the  Quran its use is exclusively for  God 
alone.  Not  only docs this  contr’ <l< i’ let sev- 
eral  Qurauicvcrscs (see e.g.  7:188,1049, 
72:21), when  the  count of this  crucial 
word as one of God’s attributes  was  coni- 
plcted,  the  result was 114, a multiple of 19 
without 9:12&9. Thcrc  wcre  many  othcr 
Ouranic  keywords  and  phrases in thcse 
two ‘verses’ that  stood in glaring  dishar- 
mony  when  subjected  to  the Quran’s 
mathcmatical  pattern.  The  rcadcrs  are 
referred to 1989 or 1992  print of Dr. 
Khalifa’s translation of the  Quran for the 
details 

Despite  overwhclming  historical  and 
mathematical  cvidcnccs  that point to 
9:128 & 129 a s  not  belonging  to  the 
Quran, many  Muslims unfortunately arc 
blindcd by orthodox  tradition.  Most d o  
not wen bother  to  find out the facks and 

Signs continued 

verify thc system by which God  has  prom- 
ised  to  preserve  His  Book (159, 41:42). 
Indeed,  tampering  was  attempted  and 
was eventually  exposed.  This  proves  once 
and for all  that  there is a built-in  safe- 
guard  cmbcdded in the  Quran,  and  that 
this  system of prcservation  works.  The 
Author of the  Quran,  using a mathcmati- 
ca1 structure  that He designed within its 
very fabric,  shows us how He preserved 
His  Book.  Instead of rejoicing  and  thank- 

to clcanse  our  understanding of what  we 
ing God  for  choosing  this  particular  time 

thought  were  part of the  Quran,  thc  edi- 
tors  call  this  ‘conspiracies  against  the 
Quran.’ 
The  orthodox  Islamic  sccts  (Sunuis  and 
Shiites  alike) all cling to  the  notion  of 
history  that  thcir  scholars  have  taught 
them  generation  after  gener-tt’ 
though  what  they  practice  todaylm  noth- 

ton, even 

ing t o   d o  with  Muhammad,  Ali,  Abu 
Bakr,  etc.  Muslims  are  often  llcard  long- 
ing for  the  ‘good  old days’ of the  four 
G u i d c d   C a l i p h s   ( S u c c e s s o r s   a f t e r  
prophet  Muhammad),  forgetting  that 
only one  of them  died of natural causes, 
and  the  other  three  were  assassinated, 
Who  killed  them,  what  were  the  circuni- 
stanccs,  and why? As they say, history is 
written by  the victors. The  ouly thing  we 
learn  from  history is that  we  never lcarll 

veniently  choose  to forget  that  Aisha 
anything fron1 history. The  Muslims  con- 

(prophet  Muhammad’s  wife and Ille 
daughter of Abu  Bakr,  the  first  Caliph) 
waged a war  against  Ali,  who  was  nunc 
other  than  the  prophet’s  cousin  and  son 

Caliph. To them, all of these  figures  were 
i n  law, when  the  latter was the fourth 

thc  closest  companions of the  Prophet. 
What  did  Uthman,  thc  third  Caliph, do 
which brought  about  his  murder?  Sincc 
his family  eventually  won  the  war  and 
ruled as the  Umayyads, i t  didn’t matter. 
The  Muslim  scholars  then  (and now) 
wcre  too  afraid to spcak up, and  the his- 
tory  handed  down to  us is their  vcrsion o f  

tllose who  arc willing to  seek  the  truth, 
history. But  historical  records  abound  for 

even  today.  What is oeeded arc courage 
and  pcrseverance, to face  the  “mouth- 

the  orthodox  Muslims’  battle cry, “Now 
piece of the  orientalists” kdbcl, t o  answer 

they go against  Hadith  and  Sunnah, to- 
nlorrow  they will go against  the  Ouran.” 
Now onc also  needs  to rise abovc  “thc 
conspiracy theory.” 

The Issue of Comparing T r a d ,  ‘1 t’ lons 

Rashad  started  working on and  publish- 
inghis  English  translation  ofthe  Quran in 
1968, contrary to popular  belief  even 

years.  Readers of the  Signs  magazine, 
among  some  who  knew him in his  later 

that  Rashad  published only one  transla- 
however,  wcre left  with an  impression 

tion in 1981 and his followers, whom  the 
editors  callcd  ‘Rashadites,’  (p.6)  pub- 
lished a rcviscd  edition in 1992 after  his 
murder.  The  fact is that  Rashad  also  pub- 
lished a complete  translation of the  
Ouran in 19S9. Immediatcly  after  that 

work  earnestly  on a revised  edition,  until 
translation was published,  he  began  to 

his  assassination  some five months  later. 
This was the  translation  published by his 

sions  that  Rashad  niade  during  the  last 
associates in  1992,  which contained revi- 

five months of his life (e.g. he  substituted 
the  word ‘Submission’ for ‘Islam,’ and 
‘Submitters’  for ‘Muslims,’ among  other 
things).  Otllerwise,  the 1992 translation 
is basically the same  as  the 1989 edition. 

It  has to be stated  clearly  that these trans- 
lations  were  Rashad’s even though  he 
consulted,  exchanged  idcas with, and ac- 
ccptcd  the  ideas of many  of his associates 
inMasjidTucson  andelsewhere.  Rashad 
acknowledged  the  assistance  that  others 
lent  him in his  work, which showed his 
humble  personal  side in  a world  full of 
egos. The following is what  the  editors of 
Signs  wrotc  on  this, “...//te cortrributors 
uckrtowledge theritselves will1 uuanintous 
vote offltutlk.sji~r u joh well dom ...” (p.@, 
and  thcy  continue  to  accusc  these  con- 
tributors of egotistical motives. Not O I J I ~  
is this statement  dishoncst, it seems  that 
the  editors  arc full of malice  as well. 

Rashad  did  not  come  here to provide the 
final  understanding of the  Quran,  for 
there is no  such thing. Only  God  tcachcs 
the  meaning  of  the  Quran  to  the  sinccrc, 
and only a t  the right time (55:2, 20:114). 
Rashad  published  several  English  trans- 
lations,  and his undcrstanding  continually 

verses d i d  not  neccssarilyncgate  the  pre- 
evolved.  A new  understantling o n  ccrtain 

vious undcrstanding, Cor the  Ouran is a 
dyuatnic  book  valid  for all times. The  
most  important  message  of  Dr.  Rashad 
Khalifa  was the  worship of God  alone, 

forsaking of all idols. The  message is Uni- 
following only His  revelations,  and  the 

versal,  not just for  those who call them- 
selves’Muslitrls’hut also for the Jews, the 

who would believe  (262, S:69). H e  has 
Christians,  the  converts,  indccd  anyone 

completed Ilis mission and it is now  our 

turntocontinueontl~epathofworshiping 
ouly God. 

His  Record  Speaks for Itself 

Dr.  Rashad Khalifa’s record  speaks  for 
itself. H e  was a monotheist believer and a 

A1one.Heneveraskcdforanymoncyand 
dedicated  advocate  of  worshiping  God 

was  quick  to  help  others in need. H e  
brought proof [rom his  Lord. H e  was 
God’s messcngcr  ofthe  Covenant (381), 

worshiping  God  Alone. He was not  
to  unify all religions  under the  banner of 

driven by ego,  nor was he  after  fame  of 
any  kind. His message  was  the  same mes- 
sage that all previous  messengers  and 
prophets  brought (21:25). 
Today,  Rashad is with His  Lord.  He  can- 
not  hear us, nor can  he  help us. Only  God 
can  help,  now  and  forever.  God  teaches 
us in the  Quran  that  He  alone  takes us out 
of the  darkness  into  the  light,  that he sent 
His mcssengers with some  information 
and  knowledge  that  was  not  clear  to the 
pcople (144). After a messenger com- 
pletes his mission, i t  is our  responsibity to 
adhere  to   the  knowledge  that   came 
through him. All that  God Almighty asks 
us t o   d o  is to  worship  Him  Alone  (5156). 
We  loose  our focus if we  get  caught up 
with the  messenger  himself  rather  than 
the  information  that  came  from  God.  The 

Rashad  proclaimed  from  the Quran, and 
following  are  some  examples of what 

from  his works: 
any  sinccrc  seeker of the  truth  can verify 

1. The first pillar of Islam is La elaha eNa 
ANalt (There is no  other  god  beside  the 

Muhammad, Ali or any  other  names is 
One  God).  Adding the names of Prophet 

blatant  idolatry (3:18,37:35,39:45). 
2. The  correct way of doing  Salat  (the 
Contact  Prayers) is re-established by fol- 
lowing  the  Uuran  alone.  Mentioning any 

The  tone of voice is spccificd (17110). 
other  names is prohibited by God. (7218) 

The  ablution i s  defined (443; 56).  

3. Zakat  (the  obligatory  charity) is a pre- 

must be given ‘on the  day of harvest’ 
requisite  for  redemption  (7156),  and it 

(6:141), i.e. whenever you earn any in- 
come. 

4. T h e  never  ending  arguments about 
when  fasting in the  month of Ramadan 
starts or ends have been  put  to rest. We 
can  tell  today when Ramadan will start in 
any  corner of earth  at  any given time. 


