
 

Monthly Bulletin of International 
Community of Submitters 

www.masjidtucson.org 

NOVEMBER 2023 

Thanksgiving, in the US, is a very 
hyped-up event. There’s much mar-
keting and advertising. There is the 
iconic Macy’s Thanksgiving Day pa-
rade, which is a great spectacle to 
watch even on TV. So much attention 
giving thanks on just that one day.  

Yet, there is, a common tradition be-
fore digging into the food, of everyone 
taking turns going around the table 
and sharing with their family and 
friends what they are thankful for. 
And I feel that for millions of people, 
in that moment of reflection, they may 
be truly thankful for whatever it is 
they are thankful for. Could be their 
family, their health, the food, the new 
job, whatever.  

But how many of those millions of 
people thank God, or thank God first? 
How many of those people by the time 
they are in their food induced couch 
comas watching football are even 
thinking about God at all?  

For submitters EVERY DAY is 
Thanksgiving! Every day we are given 
another chance to redeem ourselves 
for the stupid and arrogant mistake of 
not siding solely with God when we 

were given the chance to do so eons 
ago.  

[38:75] He said, “O Satan, what pre-
vented you from prostrating before 
what I created with My hands? Are 
you too arrogant? Have you rebelled?” 

[7:13] He said, “Therefore, you must go 
down, for you are not to be arrogant 
here. Get out; you are debased.” 

[40:60] Your Lord says, “Implore Me, 
and I will respond to you. Surely, 
those who are too arrogant to worship 
Me will enter Gehenna, forcibly.” 

So here we are. As submitters we 
know why we’re here. The significance 
of the mistake we made by not fully 
siding with God way back then cannot 
be overstated. And we have clear in-
structions throughout the Quran on 
how to get back to God.  

One of those things is being constant-
ly aware that God is running every-
thing and that everything that hap-
pens in our lives was recorded before 
the creation (57:22-23) and no matter 
what test God has specifically de-
signed for each and every one of us, no 
matter how difficult (Submitter or 

not), we still need to be thankful to 
God. There are only 8 occurrences of 
the word thankful in the Quran.  

[2:172] O you who believe, eat from the 
good things we provided for you, and be 
thankful to GOD, if you do worship 
Him alone. 

[21:80] And we taught him the skill of 
making shields to protect you in war. 
Are you then thankful? 

[32:9] He shaped him and blew into 
him from His spirit. And He gave you 
the hearing, the eyesight, and the 
brains; rarely are you thankful. 

[36:35] This is to provide them with 
fruits, and to let them manufacture 
with their own hands whatever they 
need. Would they be thankful? 

[40:61] GOD is the One who designed 
the night so you can rest in it, and the 
day lighted. GOD bestows many bless-
ings upon the people, but most people 
are not thankful. 

[56:68-70] Have you noted the water 
you drink? Did you send it down from 
the clouds, or did we? If we will, we can 
make it salty. You should be thankful. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Those six verses mention specific 
things for us to be thankful for—food, 
fruits, shields for protection, things 
we can manufacture, our senses, the 
night and the day, and the water we 
need to survive. 

Then God tells us to be appreciative, 
to be thankful: 

[2:152] You shall remember Me, that I 
may remember you, and be thankful to 
Me; do not be unappreciative. 

And…my favorite 

[14:7] Your Lord has decreed: “The 
more you thank Me, the more I give 
you.” But if you turn unappreciative, 
then My retribution is severe. 

This is not just God making a casual 
statement. ‘Your Lord has decreed’. 
This is an authoritative judicial com-
mand, a mandate. The more you 
thank God the more He gives you. It’s 
so simple!  

[5:6] GOD does not wish to make the 
religion difficult for you.  

It’s so easy to say thank you. Whether 
you say it out loud, or in your mind, 
God knows our innermost thoughts. 
So... Thank You God ... for everything.  

[16:22-23] Your god is one god. As for 
those who do not believe in the Hereaf-
ter, their hearts are denying, and they 
are arrogant. Absolutely, GOD knows 
everything they conceal and everything 
they declare. He does not love those 
who are arrogant. 

Bob 

[Ed note: While we as submitters 
know that every day is a day of 
thanksgiving, there’s nothing wrong 
with sharing Thanksgiving Day with 
friends and family. Our example of 
showing our appreciation for God’s 
gifts may serve as a reminder to them 
that God needs to be remembered eve-
ry single day with thanks. Happy 
Thanksgiving.] 

(Continued from page 1) George Washington in 1789 assigned 
a specific day “to be devoted by the 
People of these States to the service of 
that great and glorious Being, who is 
the beneficent Author of all the good 
that was, that is, or that will be….” 

Abraham Lincoln in 1863 made it an 
official holiday. “I do, therefore, invite 
my fellow-citizens in every part of the 
United States…to set apart and ob-
serve the last Thursday of November 
next as a Day of Thanksgiving and 
Praise to our beneficent Father who 
dwelleth in the heavens.” 

“I am grateful for what I am and have. 
My thanksgiving is perpetual.”   Hen-
ry David Thoreau  
 

* * * * * 

TRUST IN GOD 

[3:159] It was mercy from GOD that you 

became compassionate towards them. 

Had you been harsh and mean-hearted, 

they would have abandoned you. There-

fore, you shall pardon them and ask for-

giveness for them, and consult them. 

Once you make a decision, carry out your 

plan, and trust in GOD. GOD loves those 

who trust in Him. 

[3:160] If GOD supports you, none can 

defeat you. And if He abandons you, who 

else can support you? In GOD the believ-

ers shall trust. 

Let’s reflect about God’s support and 

trus ng in God. In many ways these two 

concepts go hand in hand. Along with the 

knowledge of God’s greatness – that all 

power belongs to God, that He sees eve-

rything, and that He controls everything 

including life and death. To trust God is 

to believe that no ma er what happens – 

God has planned something good for you 

if you are a believer.  

I realized I don’t always trust God 

enough. Every me I get annoyed or up-

set—that’s showing lack of faith in God, 

that somehow God is not running every-

thing. Because if I truly believed God is in 

full control, I would not get annoyed at 

anything—I would recognize that God did 

that or God allowed that to happen—so 

there’s a good reason.  

[3:156] O you who believe, do not be like 

those who disbelieved and said of their 

kinsmen who traveled or mobilized for 

war, “Had they stayed with us, they 

would not have died or go en killed.” 

GOD renders this a source of grief in their 

hearts. GOD controls life and death. GOD 

is Seer of everything you do. [3:157] 

Whether you get killed or die in the cause 

of GOD, the forgiveness from GOD, and 

mercy are far be er than anything they 

hoard. 

Here we see that God sees everything, 

He controls life and death (and every-

thing else of course). And that if you’re 

working in the cause of God – don’t wor-

ry, the forgiveness and mercy are what 

we really should be seeking.  

[10:61] You do not get into any situa on, 

nor do you recite any Quran, nor do you 

do anything, without us being witnesses 

thereof as you do it. Not even an atom’s 

weight is out of your Lord’s control, be it 

in the heavens or the earth. Nor is there 

anything smaller than an atom, or larger, 

that is not recorded in a profound record. 

Not even an atom out of God’s control is 

extremely reassuring. Because it tells us 

that we can rely totally on God and no 

one else. Because no one else controls an 

atom—only God does. So, who can help 

and support us? Obviously the One who 

controls everything and has power over 

everything! 

In our daily lives, we must trust God. Sup-

pose our team members at work or 

school aren’t pulling their weight on an 

important deadline. We could get harsh 

and mean-hearted and lash out, or we 

can be compassionate. We can talk with 

them and consult them and perhaps 

through this process we can each express 

(Continued on page 3) 
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what’s going on and understand the oth-

er perspec ve. No one is hurt and the 

work may get done more efficiently. We 

may even become friends and develop a 

greater sense of coopera on. 

We also see this principle of trus ng in 

God when it comes to our biggest enemy, 

Satan. We know that jinns and Satan 

have “worldly power”. If they can move 

palaces faster than the speed of light 

(27:38-40), they could in theory move 

nuclear bombs. But God tells us that if we 

seek refuge in Him, we can have faith 

that God will protect us from Satan. 

[16:98] When you read the Quran, you 

shall seek refuge in GOD from Satan the 

rejected. [16:99] He has no power over 

those who believe and trust in their Lord. 

The system God points out is that we 

must believe in God and trust in God, 

then Satan will have no power. And none 

of us want Satan to have power, so we 

must work on that belief and trust. Be-

cause the flip side is that if we don’t trust 

God, Satan will whisper and try to put 

fear and doubt and all kinds of anxiety 

and pessimism in our hearts.  

[3:173] When the people say to them, 

“People have mobilized against you; you 

should fear them,” this only strengthens 

their faith and they say, “GOD suffices us; 

He is the best Protector.”  

[3:174] They have deserved GOD’s bless-

ings and grace. No harm ever touches 

them, for they have a ained GOD’s ap-

proval. GOD possesses infinite grace. 

Fear: The Devil’s Tool 

[3:175] It is the devil’s system to ins ll 

fear into his subjects. Do not fear them 

and fear Me instead, if you are believers. 

[3:176] Do not be saddened by those who 

hasten to disbelieve. They never hurt 

GOD in the least. Instead, GOD has willed 

that they will have no share in the Here-

a er. They have incurred a terrible retri-

bu on. 

(Continued from page 2) Even if powerful people are ac vely con-

spiring, God is in control; no one can 

harm us. [58:10] Secret conspiracy is the 

devil’s idea, through which he seeks to 

hurt those who believed. However, he 

cannot hurt them against GOD’s will. In 

GOD the believers shall trust. 

Many of the Quran’s verses regarding 

trust in God and God’s support concern 

war. If we can trust God in war where we 

face arrows or bullets and people ac vely 

trying to kill us, then whatever else we 

face in life is “tame” compared to that.  

[2:250] When they faced Goliath and his 

troops, they prayed, “Our Lord, grant us 

steadfastness, strengthen our foothold, 

and support us against the disbelieving 

people.” 

David and Goliath is a classic story of the 

li le guy winning against the big guy. It 

shows us what God’s support can do. We 

see here that the believers were praying 

for steadfastness and God’s support. And 

God gave it to them. Recall also God’s 

support in the ba le of Badr (3:123-4), 

and for Muhammed in the cave (9:40). 

If we can trust God, our faith strengthens 

when we are faced with a test. God gives 

us confidence. 

[33:22] When the true believers saw the 

par es (ready to a ack), they said, “This 

is what GOD and His messenger have 

promised us, and GOD and His messenger 

are truthful.” This (dangerous situa on) 

only strengthened their faith and aug-

mented their submission.  

[26:61] When both par es saw each oth-

er, Moses’ people said, “We will be 

caught.” [26:62] He said, “No way. My 

Lord is with me; He will guide 

me.” [26:63] We then inspired Moses: 

“Strike the sea with your staff,” where-

upon it parted. Each part was like a great 

hill. 

If we truly trust in God, we can be as-

sured of God’s support. So, since He is 

Omnipotent, if we suffer a setback, it 

doesn’t mean God could not protect us 

but that we stepped out of His “bubble of 

protec on” or perhaps it’s part of a test 

to dis nguish who is a believer and will 

steadfastly worship God alone under all 

circumstances. 

[3:165-166] Now that you have suffered a 

setback, and even though you inflicted 

twice as much suffering (upon your ene-

my), you said, “Why did this happen to 

us?” Say, “This is a consequence of your 

own deeds.” GOD is Omnipotent. What 

afflicted you the day the two armies 

clashed was in accordance with GOD’s 

will, and to dis nguish the believers. 

God doesn’t need anything from us, but 

support is a two-way street. The end of 

22:39 says: Absolutely, GOD supports 

those who support Him. GOD is Powerful, 

Almighty. 

And 47:7 says the same: O you who be-

lieve, if you support GOD, He will support 

you, and strengthen your foothold. 

How can we support God? [61:10] O you 

who believe, let Me inform you of a trade 

that will save you from painful retribu-

on. [61:11] Believe in GOD and His mes-

senger and strive in the cause of GOD 

with your money and your lives. This is 

the best deal for you, if you only knew. 

[61:12] In return, He forgives your sins, 

and admits you into gardens with flowing 

streams, with beau ful mansions in the 

gardens of Eden. This is the greatest tri-

umph. [61:13] Addi onally, you get 

something you truly love: support from 

GOD and guaranteed victory. Give good 

news to the believers. [61:14] O you who 

believe, be GOD’s supporters, like the 

disciples of Jesus, son of Mary. When he 

said to them, “Who are my supporters 

towards GOD,” they said, “We are GOD’s 

supporters.” Thus, a group from the Chil-

dren of Israel believed, and another 

group disbelieved. We helped those who 

believed against their enemy, un l they 

won. 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Be Appreciative 

[2:152] You shall remember Me, that I 
may remember you, and be thankful to 
Me; do not be unappreciative. 

[3:145] No one dies except by GOD's 
leave, at a predetermined time. Whoev-
er seeks the vanities of this world, we 
give him therefrom, and whoever seeks 
the rewards of the Hereafter, we bless 
him therein. We reward those who are 
appreciative. 

[8:26] Remember that you used to be 
few and oppressed, fearing that the 
people may snatch you, and He grant-
ed you a secure sanctuary, supported 
you with His victory, and provided you 
with good provisions, that you may be 
appreciative.  

Appreciative vs Unappreciative 

[14:7] Your Lord has decreed: "The 
more you thank Me, the more I give 
you." But if you turn unappreciative, 
then My retribution is severe. 

[16:78] GOD brought you out of your 
mothers' bellies knowing nothing, and 
He gave you the hearing, the eyesight, 
and the brains, that you may be appre-
ciative. 

[16:114] Therefore, you shall eat from 
GOD's provisions everything that is 
lawful and good, and be appreciative 
of GOD's blessings, if you do worship 
Him alone. 

The Bible is also full of verses about 

trus ng God and seeking God’s support. 

Isiah 12:2:  God indeed is my salva on;  I 

am confident and unafraid. 

For the L  is my strength and my 

might, and he has been my salva on. 

Isaiah 26:4:  Trust in the L  forever, 

For in G  the L , we have an ever-

las ng Rock. 

Isaiah 41:10:  Do not fear, for I am with 

you; Do not be afraid, for I am your God. 

I will strengthen you, I will also help you, 

I will also uphold you with My righteous 

right hand.’ 

Joshua 1:9:  I command you: be strong 

and steadfast! Do not fear nor be dis-

mayed, for the L , your God, is with 

you wherever you go. 

Proverbs 29:25:  The fear of man brings a 

snare, But one who trusts in the L  will 

be protected. 

Psalm 20:7:  Some trust in chariots and 

some in horses, but we trust in the name 

of the L  our God. 

Psalm 118:8:  It is be er to take refuge in 

the L  than to trust in humans. 

Psalm 62 is sub tled Trust in God Alone 

and its last two verses say:  My deliver-

ance and honor are with God, my strong 

rock; my refuge is with God. Trust God at 

(Continued from page 3) all mes, my people! Pour out your 

hearts to God our refuge! 

[9:51] Say, “Nothing happens to us, ex-

cept what GOD has decreed for us. He is 

our Lord and Master. In GOD the believ-

ers shall trust.” 

[64:13] GOD: there is no other god be-

sides Him. In GOD the believers shall 

trust.  

[11:56] “I have put my trust in GOD, my 

Lord and your Lord. There is not a crea-

ture that He does not control. My Lord is 

on the right path. 

[14:12] “Why should we not trust in GOD, 

when He has guided us in our paths? We 

will steadfastly persevere in the face of 

your persecu on. In GOD all the trusters 

shall trust.” 

[26:217] And put your trust in the Al-

mighty, Most Merciful. 

[33:3] And put your trust in GOD. GOD 

suffices as an advocate. 

Faiz 

Write for the  
Submitters Perspective 

We appreciate your contributions to 
the Submitters Perspective in the 
form of articles, comments and sug-
gestions. Please do not hesitate to 
contact us at: info@masjidtucson.org   


