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People pray in many different ways 
and for many different reasons. 
Some pray only when they have 
problems: 

Bad Weather Friends 
If you are afflicted in the middle of 
the sea, you forget your idols and 
sincerely implore Him alone. But as 
soon as He saves you to the shore, 
you revert. Indeed, the human being 
is unappreciative. (17:67) 

And some pray only when things go 
their way: 

Fair Weather Friends 
Among the people there is the one 
who worships GOD conditionally. If 
things go his way, he is content. But 
if some adversity befalls him, he 
makes an about-face. Thus, he loses 
both this life and the Hereafter. 
Such is the real loss. (22:11) 

Others pray when things go well, 
out of thanksgiving to our Creator: 

We responded to him [Zachariah] 
and granted him John; we fixed his 
wife for him. That is because they 
used to hasten to work righteous-

ness, and implored us in situations 
of joy, as well as fear. To us, they 
were reverent. (21:90) 

For me, prayer provides a way of 
expressing the love I have for God. It 
also gives a way for my soul to con-
nect with our awesome King and 
Master. But perhaps the most im-
portant reason I pray comes from 
the fact that my soul yearns to do so! 

The Quran tells us God’s own hands 
created us out of earthly material. 
He then blew into us from His spir-
it: 

He is the One who perfected every-
thing He created, and started the 
creation of the human from clay. 
Then He continued his reproduction 
through a certain lowly liquid. He 
shaped him and blew into him from 
His spirit.… (The Quran 32:7–9) 

To me this indicates that a tiny part 
of His sacred breath forms our souls. 
Thus, those souls yearn to reunite 
with their Creator, who also created 
our bodies (as the above verses 
show). 

As I understand it, Salat allows our 
souls direct contact with God. So, by 
praying we nourish our souls and al-
low them to grow. 

If we continue to pray throughout our 
lives and obey the other forms of wor-
ship, our souls can grow enough to 
withstand and enjoy God’s awesome 
energy. As Submitters we know we 
must also bear witness to God that 
there is no other god, give charity, 
fast during the month of Ramadan if 
we are physically able to, and make 
the Hajj pilgrimage to Mecca when 
and if we can afford it.  

Because we pray the Contact Pray-
ers, Salat, five times a day it espe-
cially nourishes our souls. When I 
perform the Salat, I feel its blessed 
words flowing over me like water 
flowing on parched earth. And just as 
the water softens soil and allows it to 
germinate the seeds of many beauti-
ful plants, the Salat prayers soften 
my heart, filling it with the joy and 
awe of a direct contact with my Mer-
ciful Master and Creator. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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I pray that you share that wondrous 
experience! Enjoy the blessings of 
prayer. 

[29:45] You shall recite what is re-
vealed to you of the scripture, and 
observe the Contact Prayers (Salat), 
for the Contact Prayers prohibit evil 
and vice. But the remembrance of 
GOD (through Salat) is the most 
important objective. GOD knows eve-
rything you do. 

[2:153] O you who believe, seek help 
through steadfastness and the Con-
tact Prayers (Salat). GOD is with 
those who steadfastly persevere.  

[2:186] When My servants ask you 
about Me, I am always near. I an-
swer their prayers when they pray to 
Me. The people shall respond to Me 
and believe in Me, in order to be 
guided. 

[6:162] Say, “My Contact Prayers 
(Salat), my worship practices, my 
life and my death, are all devoted 
absolutely to GOD alone, the Lord of 
the universe. 

[98:5] All that was asked of them 
was to worship GOD, devoting the 
religion absolutely to Him alone, 
observe the contact prayers (Salat), 
and give the obligatory charity 
(Zakat). Such is the perfect religion. 

Lisa 

(Continued from page 1) … that you may 
succeed 
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(Continued on page 3) 

Prayer Times app: 
Android, iOS 

… the Contact Prayers (Salat) are decreed 
for the believers at specific times. [4:103] 

We have a Contact Prayers (Salat) Time 
calculator app available for Android and 
iOS phones and tablets, by God’s grace. 
Please visit: 
h ps://masjidtucson.org/salat/app/ 

You can also get prayer mes online 
from: h ps://masjidtucson.org/p me/   
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(Continued from page 2) GOD’s Inclina-
tion towards 

Mercy 
One blessed day after meditation on 
GOD, I was inspired, “I want you to 
know that you did nothing out of 
your own, you are a by-product of 
My inclination towards mercy.” 
MãshãAllãh, what a merciful GOD.  

It’s humbling to know that our crea-
tor redeems us out of His inclination 
towards mercy.  That for no other 
reason than His Mercifulness are we 
still here, MãshãAllãh! 

Repentance: Cleaning the Slate 

[9:11] If they repent and observe the 
Contact Prayers (Salat) and give the 
obligatory charity (Zakat), then they 
are your brethren in religion. We 
thus explain the revelations for peo-
ple who know. 

[2:160] As for those who repent, re-
form, and proclaim, I redeem them. I 
am the Redeemer, Most Merciful. 

[11:61] To Thamûd we sent their 
brother Sãleh. He said, “O my peo-
ple, worship GOD; you have no other 
god beside Him. He initiated you 
from the earth, then settled you in it. 
You shall seek His forgiveness, then 
repent to Him. My Lord is always 
near, responsive.” 

So why should we not worship and 
strive in the cause of the Most Mer-
ciful and ask His forgiveness every 
day and night to make it back? 
What could be more important, 
since the GOAL of our third and 
final chance is to be redeemed. 

[7:102] We found that most of them 
disregard their covenant; we found 
most of them wicked.* 

**7:102 This life is our last chance to 
redeem ourselves, but most people are 

proven to be stubbornly rebellious and 
evil (see the INTRODUCTION). 

Among the gifts from the Most Mer-
ciful to help us make it back is med-
itation—an important form of wor-
ship. [39:9] Is it not better to be one 
of those who meditate in the night, 
prostrating and staying up, being 
aware of the Hereafter, and seeking 
the mercy of their Lord? Say, “Are 
those who know equal to those who 
do not know?” Only those who pos-
sess intelligence will take heed. 

May GOD keep guiding us on the 
right path, inshaAllah. 

Abeer 

* * * * * 

HOARDING 
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(Continued on page 4) 
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Quran app: Android, 
iOS, Windows 

[73:4] ... And read the Quran from cov-
er to cover. 

[96:1] Read, in the name of your Lord, 
who created. 

By God’s grace, we have a Quran app 
available for your phones, tablets and 
PCs (Windows). You can read Quran, 
search for verses, save your book-
marks and more.  

Please visit: 
https://masjidtucson.org/quran/app/ 

Quran: The Final Testament  
(Authorized English Version)  

Translated from the Original by 
Rashad Khalifa, Ph.D. 


