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I. 
Final  I ssue  af t h e  O l d  E r a .  

T h e   N e w  E r a  b e g i n s  Muharaam $ s t ,  1 4 0 7  [ S e p t e m b e r  6 ,  1 9 8 6 1  

13). I t  was written by Dr. Kassim Ahmad, mnowned Malaysian Leader, Prominent Muslim 
This article is reproduced from Malaysia's THE SUNDAY STAR g f  June 22, 1986 Page 

Scholar, and, f irs t  and foremost, a true Muslim who raises the banner of true Islam as 
originally  preached by God's final Prophet Muhammad. There is zo doubt that God coad His 
invisible and invincible sotdiers are supporting Kassim in his  current  historical stand against , ~ .  

Satan's feeble troops who call themseives "Ulama" (Muslim Scholars!!!). See 2240, 
3?:171-173, & 4051. me Editor) 
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BSePlta Wadan 
r] NOW that the  Rellglous Aftalrri 
Dlvlslon In the Prime Rllnlater’s 
Department  has  made known Ita 
vlcws on Hasslm Ahmad’s book, 
there  will  ccrtalnly  be  increasing 
prcssure  to  ban It. The  edltorlnl 
r cg ro t t ed   t ha t   t hose  who are 
loudest In secklng a ban on the 
book are also tho onos who have 
bccn reluctant’ to have an open 

book. The  openemlndedness  of 
Ablm In rcspondlna to  Hasaim 

Iehate with KRsRim to dlsCu8s his 

hxve  the “courage” to  llsten to 
The  paper  urged  the ulama to 

olher people’s  vlcws. 
Rellglous issues should  not  be 

exempted from open  debate  even 
though  there  might be occaslons 
when  the ulama or thc’experts in a 
$articular  discipline feel that  their 
crcdihlllty is ohallerignd;-If  the 
ulnrnak’tako  pridc In the revival of 
IR lnm,   t hey   ‘ shou ld   be   b ravo  
enough to cope  with  developments 
reaultlng from Auch revivnl. ’ * ’’ 

& h m a d ’ s   c & a I l e n ’ i e  1s t o  be  I t  1.9 useless to take  prlde In the 
xpplauded. T ~ Q  Ber i ta  Harian revival of Islam if the   r ight   to  
added tilet perhays tile publlcation d h ~ s s  %n issue of relevance  to 
o f  t h e   b o o k   c o u l d   h a v 6   b e e n   I S h n  Contfnues to be regarded as 
insp!red by the  fact   that   Encik  the sole  prerogative of the ulama. 
Kassim  was  denled  the uhe of a I t  IS odd that our ulama often 
publlc forum at tho  Unlvcrnltf  make use of their posiflon to  ban 
K e b a n g s a a n   M a l a y s l a   s o m e  thls and that,  and  are  prone  to 
months  a g e  as a r e s u l t   o f  a cr i t lc i se   the   wr i t ings  of o the r  
dlrcctfve by the  Seiangor  Rellglous  people whlle they  themselves  do 
Affairs Department.  The  reason not  express  their  Ideas In writing. 
ror p r e v e n t l n g   K a s a l m  from IS It the duty our ulama merely 
holding the  ceramah  was  that  he Is to  nct as sources of reference or as 
not an  uEama and is not ah expert  agents whose rcsponsihlllty is to 
on the hadith. “It is clear  that  the h a n d o u t ‘ h  a r  a m o r h a  Z a l 
UKM was  reluctant  to  hear  the  judgments?  Why  should  Kaaslm’s 
vlews of a man whom they  regard book he  the sole  obJect of Inquiry 
as ‘tgnornnt’  simply  because  he  whereas  the  books  written  by 
3 tands   o l l t s tde   the i r   I ie ld  of Joseph  Schact or Goldzlher  which 
expertise.” 

“ w h o  .knows, Derhaos r e fe rence  are sti l l   sold  in our 
Hassim  used as his   sources  of 

Utusan Malaysia 
O THE Utusan Malaysla  editorlal 
commenting on Kasslm Ahmad’s 
book called  upon  the uZanaa not t o  
rely  solely on their  %uthority 6.8 
religious le-ders  to  act  ngalnst 
Ka.ssIm Ahmad’s book. It would be 

merely,  to  resort  to  conventlonal 
n o r e   d a n g e r u s   f o r   t h e  ulama 

measures. 

lncli?ed  to submlt  themselves to 
l cMyhms  now are  generally less 

the  duthority of the ulama,” the 
Utudan added. Kasdlm Ahmad’s 
book poses  not  only a challenge ta 

a l s o  t o   t h e i r ’ s c h o l a r s h l p  In 
thc  credlbllfty of the ulama but 

r ebu t t ing  hls  a r g u m e n t s  in  R 
rational  and  eonvlnclng  manner, 
the  paper  sald. 

the ulama to  prove that  Kassim 
“What Is urgently needed Is for 

Ahmad’s  vlews are  wrongly  based 
on selent i f ie   arguments  as the 
present  goneratlon 01 Muslims Is 
more  crltlcal In. their  attitude and 
thlnklng,” the  editorlal  ssid. 

“It Is a heavy  task  for our ulama 
but it is a responsibillty’whlch they 
must  fulfil as the  emergence o1 
groups  questioning Islam In the 
past  was  partly  due to the  fallure o1 
our ulama to  adJust  their  methods 
of cxplainlng  Islam In terms  thai 
are  relevant to  the  changes in the 
Musllm world.” . ’ 
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* VIDEOS * Watch  hietory in the making 
1. MUSLIM PRAYERS: Lenrn  everything 
you need about  the 5 daily prayers..$29.00 $29.00 
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* AUDIO  CASSE’lTES * ?i 
3 Salat Pmyers, Ambic Lmguoge Lessons, 8 
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4. Qur‘on, Hadith,  & Islam by R Khlifa 
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Mathematical P m f s  .............. &.a0 I 
S. A I - W ~ :  The utimate  Mimck. by ~ h m a ; l l  
Deedat Simplified presentation of the Mimck( 
with  detailed  illustrotim ................. $3.80 
6. ?%e Names Of Altah h Relation ta the 
Mathematical Mimck a f .  by tke 
=?wvned scholar Dr Cesar Adib I 
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hfajuL ................ $1.90 
7 .  MUSLIM PERSPECTWE.‘&&~~~ of the 
United Islamic Nation. ............. $lZ.oO/y. 
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