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F E s 
by Virginia  Omar  Kamouneh  (formerly  Karima  Omar) 

Number 19 Man"-you know, that guy in  Arizona whose 
For  several years I had thought of him  simply as "The 

computer  research an the Qur'an had  smashed so many 
intellectual walls, freed so many hearts  to  accept Gad's 
last  revelation. 
i also thought 

After dl. this 
of him  with R p o d  deal of bewilderment. 
Rashsd Khelifo.  this 8 1 9  guy, was SISO 

ulinking. 
So, for quite  awhile, my perception of him was marked 

by ambivalence. Given my inteilectual/emotional/social 
State at  the  time,  this was probably  the best of all 
emotions-firm indecision. For quite awhile, my comment 
on Dr. Rashad Khnlifa was, "I love the  work he's done wi th  
Q u r h  and may AUsh bl- him for i t  b u t 4  C a n ' t  agree 
with  his  views on hsdith." It was B stock response, a mantra 
which I dutifully chanted when asked my  opinion of this 
man fram the  Mysterious East of Tucson. 

Stage t o  stage" (84:1!3) and I certainly did. To stage t o  stage, 
Far quite  awhile. Rut, as the Qur'sn says, "You P a 5  from 

in  fact, though that's another story  altogether.  For  gradually, 
almost imperceptibly, I tame  to understand-and finally 
accept-what  ironically had always  qualified my admiration 
of Dr. Khalifa. Rut i t  wasn't through  him; it wasn't  through 
his books and newsletters which, I confess, Were eclipsed 
in  my library by frightful mounds of Tatsirof-theyears 
and Icky-lhy-it was sinlply  through my study of hadith, 

process of evolution 8 s  unlikely os it was inevitable. 
my research and writing and reevaluation of my own beliefs--s 

who seemed to  be caught up i n  m affair  with  the Divine. 
But,  more  often  than not, i t  seemed to have  degenerated 
into a Miles Standish Situstion  with  the  love  originally 
addressed to  God being intercepted by an (unwilling) 
intercessor--8 ProDhet. B spiritual guide, a teacher or 

I had heard af lovers of God before; had even met B few 

~ 

somewhat shaky shaikh, 

I'd encountered lovers of I i i s  lovers perhaps, or lovers of 
No, I never had  met R r e d  l o v e r n o t  of God, anyway. 

lovers of His lovers Kill, their  wishful  arrangements of 
carefully  cultivated hothouse piet)', but no direct-dialing 
devotees. And I certainly  didn't  expect to  f ind one in  this 
Rashed Khalifs. 

B fan, so l had f u l l y  braced myself for the  inevitable letdown. 
Ry the t ime i met him, 1 was n supporter, even a bit  of 

Yes, inevitable, for frankly, 1 expected  to  find an air of-of 
paranoia. After ell, anyone who had weathered  the slings 
and arrows of controversy  that he had over the years was 
bound to be a l i t t l e  an  the  jumpy side. So, I anticipated  at 
least a somber, intense man, one who matched the bold 
face and eaclomation  points of  his  writings. l expected B 

man who hadn't t ime  to be silly,  hadn't  strength l e f t  t o  laugh 
at himself  and was too busy opening hate mail to  crack  a 
smile.  But that was OK, I reminded myself; OK and quite 
natural. Wri ters always seemed to  suffer  in  the  trnnslation 
of face-to-face encounlc~s. After  nl l .  l W R S  a writer. nnd 
hod scen the  suicidal looks of readers who hed had the 
misfortune  to  at  lost n l e ~ t  lntc in the flesh. 
instead, that  bright  pre-spring  afternoon,  in the International 

no less, i found B shining  exception to  the rule. i found a 
H O U S ~  of Pancakes deep in  the bowels of Burbank California, 

lover, B true  lover af God. A man whose  speech, behavior 
and mannerisms  bore  witness to  the fact that submission 
to  God is  indeed a happy state-not  the gloomy and grim 
affair  that so many portrsy it. I found B man with R quick 
wit, B ready  smile, a gentle  humility which was fairly 

creator. i'rot on his creator's crestion, not on the cultural 
radioactive in i l s  trust and reliance on his  Creator. On his 

security  blankct of knee-jrrk  rituals,  not on tile  petty  shirk 
of self-righteous  rites or Sufic psychobabble but on God 
Alone. 

mystical  cure-all, I found it in a men who demystifies lSlRm, 
Ironically, in all my years of searching for a magical 

who cuts  through nl l  af the  idolatpy of what-tw 
dwt~whom-ri t lrwhit lrhand-whcn t o  reveal  the safe, sane 

it to be. A man who seems content  with his God--"...secure 
and content soul, come hack t o  your Lord, satisfied and 
satisfying." (89:2?-28), B m m  satisfied  that God has "impared 
no harehip on you in  oherving the religion." (22:78) Perhaps 
that's why he ruffles the fmthers of so many bird-brained 

piety and clinical depression RPB not synonymous, not even 
nluslims, for he embodies the  truth-the  simple  fact  that 

on speaking  terms.  A  subversivc truth, indeed. 
Dr. Khalifs is indeed R curious case.  He  has gardens Of 

laurcls of impressive  achievements on which he could  easil? 

is truly inspired,  clear, concise--ond being scrapped by its 
rest-and not  unjustifiably. Ilis  translation of the QUr'8n 

translator. l.ess than 'l jeers nfter  i ts publication, he is 
publishing B revised  edition. 

and sensible Way that we n l w ~ y S  pretend and seldom Portray 

Continued on Page 3 1 

Il II 
Editor: Rashad Khalifa, Ph.D. U 

(Pillar of Islamic  Society of North  America - ISNA) 
MAKES THE  ULTIMATE MOVE 

God is the Lord Of those who believe,  He  leads  them out of darkness 
into  the  light l2:257 1. 

Only  those  who  possess  intelligence w i I I come to Me t 2:269,13:19,6( 39:9 I. 

of people will fail  to  believe (12:103), and that 
In View  of the Qur'anic facts  that  the majority 

the  majority of those who do believe fall  into 

go to  Steve Johnson for making the  ultimate move 
idolatry (12:106), our heart-felt  congratulations 

to GOD ALONE. Steve  made his  courageous initial 
move years ago  from  false  Christianity  to  false 
Islam. Obviously, God knew  of Steve's sincerity 
in his quest  for God's truth,  and God  saw to i t  
that  Steve discovered the  true Islam. Hence, the 

blessed move came, and Steve  declared that h e  
could not possibly accept Hadith, Sunna, or any 
man-made teachings; he decided that t h e  word 
of God, the Qur'an, the whole Qur'an, and nothing 
but t h e  Qur'an, shall be his source of religious ".' 

guidance. 
Congratulations  Steve. "Only those who steadfast- 

ly persevere ... those who are  extremely fortunate 
succeed  in making the  ultimate move" (41:35). 
See Steve's  article on Pg 3. ! i  

1 ' is accused of predicting that t h e  RlUSlimS Will and "anti-Islam.lT Thus, common sense  is prevailing 
A famous Hadith where the Prophet Muhammad on Islamic  Affairs as "so stupid," and "un-Islamic," 

j :  fight the  Jews, and that t h e  Stones and trees Will among the enlightened Muslims, and the truth 
speak to  tell  the Muslims about  Jews hiding behind marches  on. God bless the  National  Council on ' i them, has  been declared by the National  Council Islamic  Affairs. 

THIRD INTERNATIONAL  CONFERENCE 
OF THE  UNITED  ISLAMIC  NATION 

Sep. 2 y  3, & 4, 1988, Tucson 
This year's conference is shaping up as a major Jamilah), Steve Johnson, Virginia Kamouneh 

historic  event. Dr. Mansour, the  first Azhar Scholar (fo~merlY Karima  Omar), Ferm Karmally,  Rashad 
to  embrace  the  true Islam, wi l l  deliver  the  Friday Khalifa, Soussan Rey, and Saeed  Talari. Official 
Khutba. Other speaker;: Gatut Adisoma, Kassim Qur'an Reciter:  Fatemeh Karbassi  (Parivash). 

Brown (forrnerlh- Rashid Hamed),  Gale Cunningham fees $76.00; Family fees $95.00). See you a t  the 
Ahmad, illalik Al i ,  Ismail Barakat, Dr. E. Douglas Send for your  Conference badge today (Individual 

(:ormerl>~ Razia), Linda Calloway (formerl>~  Conference IN SHAA ALLAH. 



I have sufficiently shown ... that  the  so-called  "authentic" 
Hadith possess the  characteristics of being sectarian and 
factional, anti-science, anti-reason and anti-woman, apart 
from being anti-Quran. These constitute a perfect prescription 
for disunity and backwardness. 

heBPd f rom F. Who hcard  from  thr PrOPIwt." il is R report 

eiqht  generntions. A t  the  time of the  cornpilstion (between 
of an ullfqed saying or doinz of the  prophet RCTOSS six to 

of alleged  reporters  were no more and  there were no sure 
2110 nrxl 400 years after the prophet1  the  first few  generations 

rnrnnz uf  determininq  the truth of those reports  directly. 

is hcaisn). Such  beins the CASC. i t  is Hstonishinp that  the 
Even t t ~ c  traditionalists admit  that  the  bulk of the  report 

consensus af truditionalist theOICcimS i h w  required Muslims 
lo bclicve in it, and has pronounccd  those  who  disbelieve 
i n  il to be  oukide the fold of islam! 

[To be continued in the coming issues] 

by Steve A. Johnson 
knew  when joy dipped into routine and  routine into hatred. 

Closer to me than  my jugular vein? Then  He knew. He  He  felt  and  knew before I forced my smila, B handshake, 
B word of prsise. So what wss He  teaching me? What WBS 

Why didn't H e  just flick my lieort, ever EO lightly-& 1 to see? What  insight? What  meaning? 

h ~ t r ~ d  slipped awn:. l'hcn came the tears of  pleading, "Please 
ren~surnncc,  B hope f i l led nudge? nut He didn't, and even He was closer to me that  the puking vein  the  moment 

I whispered, "NO" , "NO MORE." No more. My  God is not 
let me fed." U u t  the ooswer? Silence. Always  the same of ossified  rules  separating men from women, believers 
"please", tile same questions. the same remnants of hope; in lhis f rom believers in that.  My Gad does not hit  sternly 
but the same nnswer-Silence. The tenrs stopped. 

"Everyone  walks t h r o q h  the desert," the  wise-feigning, 
denouncinc  the goodness outside  the  barbed wire of Islamic 
law. or Condemning  love  that  bursts into music and  festivity. 

saint-feigning bluslim slrcikh said. lie didn't  understand. He felt the joy in me, in Him when siter the "NO" I said 
I t  was not  the  desert I fenred. Deserts can  have  blue  sky 

cosmic l ight  and hope  years  pazt  ritual. 
"YES" to the  mysterious  Real  beyond  theoiogy,  beyond  hadith, 

surrounding  the cruel sun, they  have shift ing sands, days 
and  nights,  skittering  creatures-life. 1 don't fear the  desert,  He  sustained  the  me  that  did  not  leave  a  truth, but Who 

death. 
onl) the absence of desert;  the absence of feeling-spiritual now embraces  The Truth that  cannot  be  enshrined in Arabic. 

Hc knew  when  the p ra le r  W A S  followed  hy sighs and quiet 
No, i t  is  The  Truth  that dances on the language of wordless 
faith. 

stares  through  cold  window glass into...onto streets  chaotic Closer than  my  jugular  vein?  He knew and felt it all. He 
W i t h  twi l ight   t raf l ic .  He was there  when I played  my role--Mr. gave the  permission,  and  shared in the  journey. It cannot 
hluslim lectur ing to the  lost  lonely  miserable unbelievers--a be wrong or ev i l  because l i f e  cannot be wrong or evil. If 
paid savior amid  the "ma she'AUah's" and  "Allahu Akbai's". 
Why didn't He a t  lesst le t   me~delude  mysel f  in the  act? 

He is closer t o  me than me, then i t was al l   His and i t  w&c 

Why always  the  silence inside. placing  silent  judgment on 
good. 

the  dif ferent me's? 

Virginia Ramouneh 
[ Cont'd from Page 4 1 

He is comfortable. nt-homewith- 
~~ 

his-feer-propped-up-on-the-caflee-tnble, with self-correction 
-and I think l know  his secret. it's no Secret.  really-it's 
simply Qur'en. "Yeah," he'd  probably say wi th B sly  smiling arriage in 
get  the pamt.  His  platform is  indeed constructed  entirely 
twinkle, "Simply Qur'an. Jwt the  Word of God." Well, you 

on Qur'nn, u Tact ,*hich is gently  evident in convwsation What Is Isla 
with  him.  Unlike so many self-styled "scholars" and ignorant 
"alims.".his  incessant reference to Qur'an is t ru ly spontaneous, 
uncontrived-and uncluttered by  fishy fish Stories and fatuous 

~I ~~ ~ ~~ ~- . - .~ 

fatwas. 
Since my "RSSOCiation" with  him lit sounds l i ke  we've been 

L'iscovercd in a love nest w i t h  Shsikh Ratt le 'n Rall and artin Luther King 
Jimmy Swocgert in ISNA I I Q  and let's see how long i t  takes 
for tha t  t o  hit   the rumor mill!l, I have been asked  by  countless 
individuals, "Do you know what  Reshad  Khalifa is all about?" 
They  have  heard.  they confide in hushed toner, that he is 
u .:p? for  the Qutli!anis. R Rnhn'i. R Mason, Jello [liofm's 
Dodiatrist ... No. Ihe\ 've never n c t u s l l ~  met him,  they confess; 

he seems genuinely amwed by  them. Ile sa)$ that  these 
toles  have aCtURIIy been instructionsl, that he's learned 
most af   whnt  he knows  about these sects from the  "lclamic" 
tHbloidS, the Nationd Eaoircrs of the Muslim world, that 
hi.omlcnrt tlicm. 

lenst. I think I'm bezinnina to; I only wish  that they did. 
Y e s .  I do know  whnt Rashad Khnlifa is al l  about, or st  

AIi they would h a w  to do to find out is io pick up a Qur'sn. 
T h e y  went to put  out God's light wi th  their moulh5, but 

God insists upon perfecting Ilis l ight  ..." (9:321 God insists. 
.And that's  what  Rnshad  Khalifs,  this gentle. twinkline 119 
man in Arizona i: n l l  about. 

C 


